
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Jossy Kizhakkethalackal 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address: 258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:  9544 1516 
Fax: 9544 1089 
Email: clayton@cam.org.au 
Website: www.stpetersclayton.com 
Deacon: Rev. Mr Hubert Fernando 
Secretary: TBA 
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday: Closed 
Tuesday to Friday: 9:00am—4:00pm 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Sharon Daujat  
Secretaries: Margaret Nahon and Rebecca Burt 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

The Lord Who Welcomes Sinners—We celebrate this Mass in the joy of forgiveness, and gratefully eat the manna, the food 
that our Father gives us for our journey to the kingdom where his banquet is prepared for us. 

FIRST READING:   Joshua 5:9-12 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
SECOND READING:  2Corinthians 5:17-21 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
    I will raise and go to my father and tell him: 
    Father, I have sinned against heaven and against  
    you. 
    Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
GOSPEL:    Luke 15:1-3.11-32 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Fifth Sunday of Lent—Year C 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 43:16-21 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:8-14 
GOSPEL:   John 8:1-11 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Ferials and Feasts this week 
 

Sunday—Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Monday—Monday of the 4th week of Lent 
Tuesday—Tuesday of the 4th week of Lent 
Wednesday—Wednesday of the 4th week of Lent 
Thursday—Thursday of the 4th week of Lent 
Friday—Friday of the 4th week of Lent 
Saturday—Saturday of the 4th week of Lent 

Fourth Sunday of Lent — Year C 
31st March 2019 

Featurettes 

Youth 

Ron Huntley @ St Peter’s 

Keys for Creating a Missionary Culture in Parishes—Come to 
this workshop to hear how we can renew our Parishes so that 
they become more outward focused and welcoming. Hear 
how Alpha & the Divine Renovation model can help in this 
task and why cultural change is so important. Saturday, 6th 
April 2019 from 9:30am to 3:00pm in the Parish Hall.  A 
special cost of $20.00 for St Peter’s parishioners only if book 
through the parish office.  Come and hear the latest in parish 
renewal, evangelisation and how we are to become 
missionaries in our world.  It will be music to your ears! 

 

New Hymnals 

A number of people have come forward to offer a donation 
for hymnals.  Should anyone wish to donate a hymnal, a 
commemorative sticker will be placed in the book stating 
from whom it had been donated.  Some commemorative 
stickers have been placed in the new hymnals.  Hymnals are 
$30.00 each, please contact the parish office for further 
information and details.   

 

Invitation from the School 

We the family of St Peter’s School, would  like to invite all 
parishioners to participate in the end of  term Holy Week 
Assemblies.  These assemblies will be held on Wednesday 3rd 
of April at 10:00am, Foundation - Grade 2 will present Palm 
Sunday followed by the Grade 3’s and 4’s who will be 
presenting Holy Thursday. On Friday the 5th of April at 
10:00am Grade 5’s and 6’s will be presenting the Stations of 
the Cross.  It would be great to see you all at our Holy Week 
Assemblies.  Kind regards and God bless.  The Family of St 
Peter’s School. 

24 Hours for the Lord 

Unfortunately due to the lack of adorers for each hour, we will 
need to cancel hosting the 24 Hours for the Lord in 2019.  For 
those who would still like to pray, you are most welcome to 
pray in the adoration chapel.   

 

Flowers 

As the Church refrains from flowers during the solemn season of 
Lent, all flowers must be placed at the grotto or in front of the 
statue of St Peter on the Clayton Rd side of the Church. 

 

Hopper and Curry Night 

Hopper and Curry Night, a fundraising evening, with music by 
Mahogany and a great night for socialising and dancing! 
When: Saturday 18th May, 7pm –12am, St Peter’s Hall 
Cost: $35.00 for adult 
 $20.00 for child (12 years and younger) 
 $90 for family (2 adults and 2 children) 
B.Y.O. drinks.  Limited tickets, so book tables now! 
Go to: www.trybooking.com/462814 or visit the parish office 
Tuesday to Friday, 9am to 4pm to buy tickets. 

Matt Fradd - T@P 

Theology @ the Pub and Catholic Vocations Melbourne are 
proud to be hosting internationally renowned Author, 
Podcaster and Speaker Matt Fradd on his Melbourne Tour. 
Matt’s podcast Pints With Aquinas receives hundreds of 
thousands of downloads every month. An Aussie by birth 
Matt lives with his wife, Cameron, and their children in 
Georgia. Join us as Matt shares from his vast experience on 
the topic: How to win an Argument without losing a soul.   

Monday, 6th May 2019 at Royal Melbourne Hotel, Bourke 
Street, 6:30pm. For bookings, www.trybooking.com/BBABQ 
 

A Vocation View 

James came to forgive.  Since people continue to sin, we 
need people who will continue to forgive in Jesus’ way. How 
about YOU? 



We remember in our prayers 

Recently deceased:  

Anniversaries: Michael Duggan, Leslie Shean, Henry Wray, 
Chuah Ah Moi 

Sick & their carers: Helena Szymczak, Teresa D’Lazarus, Tracey 
Baynosa, Letty Lozano, Ronald Manalo, Kitty Dai Yun Zhang, Phil 
Hickey, Andrea Cinque, Marina Hanz, Armando Ravelo, Warren 
Beaton, Ricardo Dayonot, Margaret Iringan, Bernie Perabo, 
Rodrigo Bugtai, Guada Apter, Ron Grinter 

Parish Notices  
Lauds or Morning Prayer of the Church will be celebrated each 
weekday during Lent.  This will begin 15 minutes before the 
morning Mass at 8:45am. 

Trust is a weekly program based on the Sunday Scripture 
readings during Lent (Year C).  A group will run in the Parish 
Office on Thursday mornings each week at 11:00am during the 
weeks of Lent.  Please contact the parish office to register for this 
program.  Places are limited to 15 persons. 

Stations of the Cross will be held in the Church at 6:30pm this  
Friday.  This could be an act of prayer for your Lenten discipline. 

Choir Practice every Saturday morning at 10:00am.  We shall 
begin with a new Lenten repertoire and continuing on with Holy 
Week and Easter. 

First Rite of Reconciliation for Lent is on Thursday, 11th April 
2019 at 6:30pm.  There are a number of priests who will be 
attending this evening, so you will have a selection of priests to 
choose from making this a fruitful and blessed time to confess 
sins. 

Roster for Holy Week—If you are available for ministry in Holy 
Week, please fill your name in on the blank roster in the narthex. 

A Prodigal God 
 
Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser 
 
A couple of years ago, Barbara Kingsolver wrote a book 
entitled Prodigal Summer. It tells the story of young woman 
who got pregnant during a summer within which everything 
seemed to be dangerously fertile. From the plants, through 
the insects, through the animals, to the people, everything 
seemed to be teeming with fecundity, overactive, 
overabundant in seed. Life seemed to be bursting forth 
everywhere. The title of the book is good metaphor for what 
she describes, a summer overabundant in fertility. 
 
Nature is like that, teeming with everything, prodigal, fertile, 
overabundant, wasteful. Why else do we have 90% more 
brain cells than we need and why else is nature scattering 
billions of seeds, of virtually everything, all over the planet 
every second? 
 
And if life is so prodigal, what does this say about God, its 
author? 
 
God, as we see in both nature and in scripture (and know 
from experience), is over-generous, over-lavish, over-
extravagant, over- prodigious, over-rich, and over-patient. If 
nature, scripture, and experience are to be believed, God is 
the absolute antithesis of everything that is stingy, miserly, 
frugal, narrowly calculating, or sparing in what it doles out. 
God is prodigal. 
 
Dictionaries define “prodigal” as “wastefully extravagant and 
lavishly abundant.” That certainly describes the God that 
Jesus incarnates and reveals. 
 
We see this in the parable of the Sower. God, the sower, 
goes out to sow and he scatters his seed generously, almost 
wastefully, everywhere – on the road, among the rocks, 
among the thorns, on bad soil, and on rich soil. No farmer 
would ever do this. Who would waste seed on soil that can 
never produce a harvest? God, it seems, doesn’t ask that 
question but simply keeps scattering his seed everywhere, 
over-generously, without calculating whether it is a good 
investment or not in terms of return. And, it seems, God has 
an infinite number of seeds to scatter, perpetually, 
everywhere. God is prodigious beyond imagination. 
 
Among other things, this speaks of God’s infinite riches, love, 
and patience. For us, there is both a huge challenge and a 
huge consolation in that. The challenge, of course, is to 
respond to the infinite number of invitations that God 
scatters on our path from minute to minute. The consolation 
is that, no matter how many of God’s invitations we ignore, 
there will always be an infinite number of others. No matter 
how many we’ve already ignored or turned down, there are 
new ones awaiting us each minute. When we’ve gone 

through 39 days of lent without praying or changing our 
lives, there’s still a 40th day to respond. When we’ve ignored 
a thousand invitations, there’s still another one waiting. God 
is prodigal, so are the chances God gives us. 
 
Sr. Margaret Halaska once captured this wonderfully in a 
poem she entitled, Covenant: 
 
The Father knocks at my door, seeking a home for his son:  
Rent is cheap, I say  
I don’t want to rent. I want to buy, says God.  
I’m not sure I want to sell,  
but you might come in to look around.  
I think I will, says God.  
I might let you have a room or two.  
I like it, says God. I’ll take the two.  
You might decide to give me more some day.  
I can wait, says God.  
I’d like to give you more,  
but it’s a bit difficult. I need some space for me.  
I know, says God, but I’ll wait. I like what I see.  
Hm, maybe I can let you have another room.  
I really don’t need that much.  
Thanks, says God, I’ll take it. I like what I see.  
I’d like to give you the whole house  
but I’m not sure –  
Think on it, says God. I wouldn’t put you out.  
Your house would be mine and my son would live in it.  
You’d have more space than you’d ever had before.  
I don’t understand at all.  
I know, says God, but I can’t tell you about that.  
You’ll have to discover it for yourself.  
That can only happen if you let him have the whole house.  
A bit risky, I say.  
Yes, says God, but try me. 
 
I’m not sure –  
I’ll let you know. 
 
I can wait, says God. I like what I see. 
 
If we look back on our lives and are truly honest, we have to 
admit that of all the invitations that God has sent us, we’ve 
probably accepted and acted on only a fraction of them. 
There have been countless times we’ve turned away from an 
invitation. For every invitation to maturity we’ve accepted, 
we’ve probably turned down a hundred. But that’s the 
beauty and wonder of God’s richness. God is not a petty 
creator and creation, itself, is not a cheap machine with 
barely enough energy and resources to keep it going. God 
and nature are prodigal. That’s plain everywhere. Millions 
and millions of life-giving seeds blow everywhere in the 
world and we need only to pick up a few to become 
pregnant, fecund, capable of newness, maturity, and of 
producing life. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Luan Viegas Savitri Ratnasabaphy    Jayan Chacko 1 

     

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Mary Grech Peter Fitzsimmons Maria Paiva 1 

 Charlie Grech Tracey Baynosa Tony Perez 2 

 3 N/A N/A Charlene Perez 

Hospitality (Team 3) Imeleta & family 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 4) Tonka Rako, Wanda Fiumara 

Counters (Team 3) Elvira Coutinho, Mary & Charlie Grech 

Church Cleaners (Team 3) Betty Holdsworth, Lucy Araujo, Shine Xavier    (Friday 12/04/2019)    

Linen Vittoria Strangis 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK |7 APRIL 2019—Sunday Year C 

Bartolomé Esteban Murillo, Spanish, 1617 - 1682 
The Return of the Prodigal Son. 
 
Jovita Calma, one of our parish volunteers made the 
comment “See! Even the dog missed him!”  Imagine how 
much the loving father misses us when we go astray, runs 
to us and brings us home! 


