
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday  9:00am—4:00pm 
 
PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Margaret Nahon  
 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

Christ, The Son of God: We worship the Son of God, the wisdom that came down from above and became the servant of men. 

FIRST READING:   Wisdom 2:12. 17-20 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord upholds my life. 
SECOND READING:  James 3:16-4:3 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
    God has called us with the gospel 
    to share in the glory of our  
    Lord Jesus Christ. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    Mark 9:30-37 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:   Numbers 11:25-29 
SECOND READING:  James 5:1-6 
GOSPEL:    Mark 9:38-43. 45. 47-48 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

New way of thinking is needed 

With a steep decline in the contributions to our parish 
thanksgiving program and higher costs in running our parish, 
we need new ways of thinking to keep our parish sustainable 
and manageable.  We are open to your ideas to make this 
happen as we are all responsible for our parish. 
 

Considering an assignment 

abroad? 

Hear how Palms educators, health and development 
personnel have exchanged skills to improve opportunity for 
Asian, African and Pacific communities.  Could  your skills 
assist communities overseas?  How does the Palms approach 
work?  Just want to know more?   Come along to the Palms 
Information Night, on Tuesday 16th October at 5:30 pm at   
Ross House, Jenny Florence Room, 247-251 Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne.  Find out more at www.palms.org.au/events  

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday—Monday of Week 25 in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday—Tuesday of Week 25 in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday—Wednesday of Week 25 in Ordinary Time 
Thursday—Saint Vincent De Paul 
Friday—Friday of Week 25 in Ordinary Time 
Saturday—Saints Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels 

Youth 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 
23rd September 2018  

Featurettes 

Holy Hour 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Thursdays St Patrick’s 

Cathedral 

Pray before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and meet other 
young people from around Melbourne, listen to beautiful 
music, hear great homilies and go the Confession. 
 

For further info: www.cam.org.au/youth 

Vocations View 

When Jesus says, “If you wish to ran first, you must remain 
the last one of all and the servant of all,” many people could 
immediately turn and walk away.  Are you willing to serve 
as Jesus did? 

St Peter’s Parish Spring Ball 

Hello Spring! 

You’re invited to the St Peter’s Parish Spring Ball! 

Come along to enjoy a delicious dinner, socialise with the 

St Peter's Community and possibly burn up the dance 

floor! 

Please note this is a Parish fundraiser to raise much     

needed funds for our Parish. 

When: Saturday 27 October 2018, at 7:00pm 

Where: St Peter’s Parish Hall, 16 Mary Street, Clayton  

RSVP: 19 October 2018  

Purchase tickets: Go to www.trybooking.com/421017 or 

book through the Parish Secretary on phone: 9544 1516, 

via email: clayton@cam.org.au or at the office Tuesday to 

Friday. 

 

Madonna Dell’Emigrante 

On the 7th of October a Mass will be celebrated at the 

Sacred Heart Church, 19-21 Johnson St, Oakleigh, in 

honour of the Madonna dell’Emigrante and Padre Pio.  

Rosary is at 2:30pm and the Mass at 3:00pm.  The 

procession will follow after the Mass.  Please bring a plate 

and beveridge to share. 

http://www.palms.org.au/events


We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Audrey Devisser 
 

Anniversaries: Joseph Hoareau, Rosa Margugio, Aleykulty Jose, 

Mihele Recce, Ernesto Aiello, Concetta Aiello, Rulo, Pedro Calma, 

Marian Rundle, Frank Marino 
 

Sick & their carers: Andrea Cinque, Kelvin Rundle, Paul Lemalu, 

Marina Hanz, Armando Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth,                   

Warren Beaton, Ricardo Dayonot, Margaret Iringan, Bernie 

Perabo, Rodrigo Bugtai 

Parish Notices  

Parish Directory 2018— are available at the Church entrance and 

at the parish office. 
 

Reader/Lector Guide—For those who didn’t attend the 

Reader/Lector training, please contact the parish office for copies 

of the guide to assist with your ministry.  These can be emailed 

or hard copies are available to be collected. 
 

Memorial Wall for the Interment of Ashes—The St Peter’s 

Clayton Memorial Wall is especially for parishioners who wish to 

have theirs or loved ones ashes interred OR theirs or loved ones 

names placed on a remembrance plaque.  Please see the parish 

office for further details.   
 

Social Justice Sunday—is next weekend on Sunday 30th 

September.   

 

The Radical, Shocking, Raw, 
Physical Character of the 
Eucharist  
 
Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 

A few years ago Brenda Peterson write a book of essays 
titled Nature and other Mothers.  Her first entry is 
wonderfully named In Praise of Skin.  In it, she tells how at 
one point in her life she was afflicted by painful skin rashes.  
Like the woman with the haemorrhage in the Gospels, she 
tried every possible doctor, but found no cure.  Medication 
after medication proved ineffective, and eventually the 
doctors ran out of things to try.  The rash always came 
back. 
 
One days her grandmother assessed her and pronounced a 
more ancient and accurate diagnosis: “Skin needs to be 
touched!”  Her grandmother then began to give her regular 
skin massages, and these did what the more sophisticated 
medicines couldn’t do.  They cured her. 
 
Petersons’s grandmother is right: Skin needs to be touched! 
 
God knows that better than anyone.  It’s why Jesus gave is 
the Eucharist.  In the Eucharist skin gets touched.  The 
Eucharist isn't abstract, a theological instruction, a creed, a 
moral precept, a philosophy, or even just an intimate word.  
It’s bodily, an embrace, a kiss, something shockingly 
physical, the real presence in a deeper way than even the 
old metaphysics imagined. 
 
For whatever reasons, we tend to shy away from admitting 
how radically physical the Eucharist is.  Saint Paul didn't 
share that fear.  For him, the physical communion that 
takes place in the Eucharist, between us and Christ as well 
as among ourselves, is as real and radical as sexual union.  
For example, he argues against sex outside of marriage by 
saying that our union with Christ and each other in the 
Body of Christ is so intimate and real that, in effect, we 
would prostitute that Body if we were to have illicit sex.  
Strong words, but they are predicted on a very earthy 
conception of the Eucharist. 
 
The early church followed Paul on this.  They understood 
the Eucharist as so real, so physical, and so intimate that 
they surrounded it with the same taboos of privacy, 
reverence, and reticence that we reserve for sexual 
intimacy.  For some centuries the early church has a 
practice (still partially followed in some present-day church 
programs ) that it called the Disciplina Arcani.  The 
discipline tried to guarantee that nobody who was not 
baptised or fully initiated into the community could 
participate in the Eucharist (beyond the liturgy of the 

Word).  As well, Christians who were fully initiated were 
forbidden to speak to outsiders about the Eucharist.  The 
intent of the discipline was not to create a mystique around 
the Eucharist so as to draw people to it through curiosity.  
Rather the idea was that the Eucharist is so intimate an act 
that propriety, respect, and reverence demand no-
exhibitionism: you don’t make love  in public, and you don’t 
talk to outsiders about this kind of intimacy. 
 
We tend to shy away from  that kind of talk.  Partly that’s 
understandable.  It’s hard to be comfortable religiously 
with how Christianity understands the physical and the 
bodily. 
 
Christianity is without doubt the earthiest of all religions.  
Unlike most other religions, it doesn't call you out of the 
physical, out of the body, or out of the world.  Rather it tells 
you that God enters the physical, becomes one with it, 
blesses it, redeems it, and that there is no reason to escape 
from it. 
 
Something in that goes against the grain.  Christ’s 
relationship to the physical scandalised his contemporaries.  
“This is intolerable language!” is what the crows said when 
Jesus spoke of the physical character of the Eucharist in 
John’s Gospel, and the raw physical character of the 
Eucharist is still hard for s to accept today.  But it’s also a 
wonderful part of Christianity.  In the Eucharist, our skin 
gets touched. 
 
And, given our tension and loneliness, we need that touch 
frequently, daily even.  The last essayist and novelist Andre 
Dubus once wrote a wonderful little apologia on why he 
went to Eucharist regularly, despite the eyebrows that were 
sometimes raised in the circles he moved in.  Here are his 
words: 
This morning I received the sacrament I still believe in: at 
seven-fifteen the priest elevated the host, then the chalice, 
and spoke the words of the ritual, and the bread became 
flesh, the wine became blood, and minutes later I placed on 
my tongue the taste of forgiveness and of love that 
affirmed, perhaps celebrated, my being alive, my being 
mortal.  This has nothing to do with immortality, with 
eternity; I love the earth too much to contemplate a life 
apart from it, although I believe in that life.  No, this has to 
do with morality and the touch of flesh, and my belief in 
the sacrament of the Eucharist is simple: without touch, 
God is a monologue, an idea, a philosophy; he must touch 
and be touched, the tongue on flesh, and that touch is a 
result of the monologues, the idea, the philosophies which 
led to faith; but in the instant of the touch there is no place 
for thinking, for talking, the silent touch affirms all that, and 
goes deeper: it affirms the mysteries of love and morality. 
 
The Eucharist is physical, real, shockingly so. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Maria Paiva Mark Szymczak Ted Smith 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Savitri Ratnasabaphy Marlene Marshall Roni Asalemo 1 

 Doreen Hickey Yvonne Hepponstall Tuala Asalemo 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Reji Abraham 

Hospitality Charlene & Tony Perez 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 1) Angela Yeo, Denise Riordan, Imeleta Lemalu 

Counters (Team 7) Sheila Cyril, Sebastian & Maria Westley 

Church Cleaners (Team 3) Betty Holdsworth, Val Manuelpillai, Lucy Arajuo 

Linen Angela Bruno 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 30 September—Sunday Year B  

Christ preaches the Apostles, by Duccio, painted 1308-1311. 

 

They came to Capernaum, and when he was in the house he 

asked them, ‘What were you arguing about on the road?’  They 

said nothing because they had been arguing which of them was 

the greatest.  So he sat down, called the Twelve to him and 

said, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last of 

all and servant of all.’  He then took a little child, set him in 

front of them, put his arms around him, and said to them, 

‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name, 

welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me welcomes not 

me but the one who sent me.’ 

Mark 9:33-37 


