
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday  9:00am—4:00pm 
 
PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Margaret Nahon  
 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Italian) 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

The Commandments of Life: We rejoice in the Law of God which is pure religion, totally different from any man-made law or 
human tradition.  It is fulfilled in this sacrament of love. 

FIRST READING:   Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The just will live in the presence 
    of the Lord. 
SECOND READING:  James 1:17-18, 21-22, 27 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
    The Father gave us birth by 
    his message of truth, 
    that we might be as the first fruits 
    of his creation. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:   Isaiah 35:4-7 
SECOND READING:  James 2:1-5 
GOSPEL:    Mark 7:31-37 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

New way of thinking is needed 
With a steep decline in the contributions to our parish 
thanksgiving program and higher costs in running our parish, 
we need new ways of thinking to keep our parish sustainable 
and manageable.  We are open to your ideas to make this 
happen as we are all responsible for our parish. 
 

Invitation to Ordination  

You are invited to Trac Nguyen’s Diaconate Ordination (he 
came and spoke to us about vocations on 21st and 22nd 
April) on Saturday 8th September at 10:00am at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral by Most Rev. Peter A. Comensoli DD.  RSVP to 
trac.nguyen@cam.org.au 
 

St Peter’s Spring Ball 

Tickets for the St Peter’s Spring Ball on Saturday 27th 
October are on sale tomorrow!  Go to Try Booking: St Peter’s 
Spring Ball.  Both seats and tables will be available for sale.   

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday—Saint Gregory the Great 
Tuesday—Tuesday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday—Wednesday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time 
Thursday—Thursday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time 
Friday—Friday of Week 22 in Ordinary Time 
Saturday—The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Youth 

Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 
2nd September 2018  

Parish Pastoral Planning 
Group 

The PPPG will be meeting next Tuesday evening at 7:00pm 
in the Parish House.  We will be discussing ways of moving 
forward with our pastoral initiatives to build up our parish 
community and to becoming missionary disciples in the 
modern world. 

 

Parish Annual General 
Meeting 

On Sunday, 11th November 2018 at 2:00pm we will host 
an annual general meeting in the Parish Hall and provide 
afternoon tea for those who come along.  This meeting 
was due to take place with one mass however after some 
thought and reflection, it was considered best to host in 
the afternoon.  Please attend. 

 

Save the date for the Plenary 
Council Dialogue Session 

After the AGM, Sunday, 11th November 2018 at 4:00pm 
we will host a dialogue session in the Parish Hall.  
Reflecting on the question, “What do you think  God is 
asking of us at this time in Australia?”  Tables will be given 
a briefing and then all participants will be given the 
opportunity to have input.  It is vital that you be given the 
opportunity to have a voice for the future directions for 
our Church in Australia. 

Featurettes 

Sunday Night, Holy Hour at 

Sacred Heart, Carlton 

Join the seminarians for Holy Hour and Vespers at 6pm on 
Sundays, during term. 
 
For further info: www.cam.org.au/melbournepriest 
 
 

Vocations View 

Thank God our struggles of faith can be ultimately 
overcome through prayer, perseverance and love.  ‘Do what 
the word tells you.’  Be doers of the word. 



We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Anna Yardas 

 

Anniversaries: Melissa Popple, Lucrezia Cerminara, Terrence De 

Silva, Antonio Costabile, Felicia Perna, Con Daly 

 

Sick & their carers: Paul Lemalu, Marina Hanz, Armando Ravelo, 

Robert Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Ricardo Dayonot, Margaret 

Iringan, Bernie Perabo, Rodrigo Bugtai 

Parish Notices  

New worker in the Parish Office— To assist with the prompt 

processing of payments to the parish and to assist those who 

only use EFTPOS or credit cards, the parish has acquired an 

EFTPOS machine.  I hope that you will make good use of this 

facility to move our parish forward. 

Memorial Wall for the Interment of Ashes—The St Peter’s 

Clayton Memorial Wall is especially for parishioners who wish to 

have theirs or loved ones ashes interred OR theirs or loved ones 

names placed on a remembrance plaque.  Please see the parish 

office for further details. 

Priest’s Retirement Foundation—Father’s Day weekend is the 

traditional time for this collection and this year on the 1st and 

2nd September.  Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.  

Envelopes will be available in the Church and for the 

Thanksgiving Envelope contributors, there is a special insert 

envelope for Father’s Day, in their set of envelopes. 

How To Respond 
 
Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 

Sometimes all you can do is to put your mouth to the dust 
and wait. That’s a counsel from the Book of 
Lamentations and while perhaps not the best response to 
the recent revelations of clerical sexual abuse and cover-
up in the Roman Catholic Church, it seems the only helpful 
response available to me as Roman Catholic priest today. 
Beyond prayer, I’ve been hesitant to respond otherwise to 
this current situation for three reasons. 
 
My first hesitation has to do with the seeming futility of 
yet another apology and breast-beating. Since the report 
on sexual abuse and clerical cover-up was released in 
Pennsylvania a few weeks back, there have been apologies 
issued by virtually every diocese, every parish, and every 
priest in America, including one from the Pope himself. 
While these apologies have been almost universally 
sincere, non-defensive, and rightly focused on the victims, 
they’ve also for the most part not been well-received. 
More generally the response has been: “What good does 
that do now! Where were you when this was all 
happening?” The apologies have generally met with more 
cynicism and anger than acceptance. And yet it’s 
important that they be made, though I’m not sure my 
adding another one will be helpful. 
 
My second hesitancy stems from the fact that there’s so 
much anger and grief around this issue right now that 
words, even the right ones, generally don’t hit their mark, 
akin to telling someone freshly grieving the death of loved 
one that “she’s in a better place.” The words are true, but 
moment’s too raw for the words to be heard. They only 
become effective later. And that’s the situation now; 
we’re in a time of raw anger and dark grief. These are in 
fact the same emotion (just that one’s hard and the other 
soft) and so for many people dealing with the revelations 
of clerical sexual abuse and cover-up right now, apologies, 
while necessary, are not being heard. The moment is too 
raw. 
 
And, one last hesitation: As a priest with a vow of celibacy 
I’m painfully aware that right now I’m at an 
understandable disadvantage to speak out on 
this.  Victims speak from a position of moral privilege, 
rightly so, their voices carry extra authority; but those who 
stand symbolically connected to the perpetrators, and 
that’s me, are understandably heard with suspicion. I 
accept that. How could it be otherwise? At this particularly 
charged moment, what moral authority can my voice carry 
on this issue? What does my apology add? 
 

But, for what it’s worth, even given those caveats, I do 
offer an apology: As Roman Catholic priest, I want to 
publicly say that what’s happened in the church in terms 
of sexual abuse by the clergy and cover-up by the 
hierarchy is inexcusable, deeply sinful, has harmed 
thousands of lives irrevocably, and needs radical redress in 
terms of reaching out to the victims and of prompting 
structural change in the church to ensure that this will 
never happen again. 
 
Let me add something else: First, as a Roman Catholic 
priest, I do not distance myself from this by morally 
separating myself from those who have done wrong by 
declaring: “They’re guilty and I’m not!” The cross of Jesus 
doesn’t allow such an escape. Jesus was crucified between 
two thieves. He was innocent, they weren’t; but he didn’t 
protest his innocence, and those looking at three crosses 
that day didn’t distinguish between who was innocent and 
who was guilty. The crosses were all painted with the 
same brush. There are times when one does not protest 
one’s innocence. Part of Jesus’ mission,  as our liturgy puts 
it, was “to become sin for us”, to risk having his innocence 
mixed in with guilt and be perceived as sin so as to help 
carry darkness and sin for others. 
 
Beyond our apologies, all of us, clergy and laity alike, are 
invited to do something for the church right now, namely, 
help carry this scandal as Jesus did. Indignantly separating 
ourselves morally from this sin is not the way of Jesus and 
the cross. 
 
Like Mary standing under the cross, we must not replicate 
the anger and darkness of the moment so as to give it 
back in kind. Instead, like her, we must do the only thing 
possible sometimes when standing beneath the 
consequence of sin, that is, let our posture, like Mary’s, 
speak deeply through a voice that, unlike bitterness or 
collapse, says: “Today, I can’t stop this darkness, nobody 
can. Sometimes darkness just has its hour. But I can stop 
some of the sin and bitterness that’s in the moment by 
absorbing it, not distancing myself from it, and not giving 
it back in kind.” Sometimes darkness has its moment and 
we, followers of Jesus, may not self-servingly distance 
ourselves from the sin but need to help absorb it. 
 
Sometimes all we can do is put our mouths to the dust … 
and pray … and wait. Knowing that, at some future time, 
the stone will again roll away from the tomb. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

‘Christ Pantocrator’ is one of the oldest Byzantine religious 
icons, dating from the sixth century AD.  Located at St       
Catherine’s Monastery at Sinai, many agree that the icon   
represents the dual nature of Christ.  Christ’s features on the 
left side represent the qualities of his human nature, while 
the right side represents his divinity.  His right hand is shown 
opening outward, signifying his gift of blessing, while the left 
hand and arm is clutching a thick Gospel book.   

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Jeremy Paiva Gina Caminiti Imeleta Lemalu    1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Maria Paiva Lester De Souza Mary Grech 1 

 Doreen Hickey Mildred De Souza Charlie Grech 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Leanne Smith 

Hospitality Lucy Araujo 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 1) Angela Yeo, Denise Riordan, Imeleta Lemalu    

Counters (Team 4) Marlene Marshall, Peter Fitzsimmons, Tom Ratnasbapathy 

Church Cleaners (Team 5) Mila & Wilfred Satore 

Linen Tina Giannotte 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 9 September—Sunday Year B  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hypostatic_union

