
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday  9:00am—4:00pm 
 
PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Sharon Daujat  
Secretary: Margaret Nahon  
 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

Family of God: We celebrate today our belonging together as the family of God.  Christ has made us his brothers and sisters, 
and children of our heavenly Father.  The love and respect we show for each other in this celebration will be largely dependent 
on the love and respect that exists in our own human families 

FIRST READING:   Genesis 2:18-24 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: May the Lord bless us all the days 
    of our lives. 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 2:9-11 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
    If we love one another, 
    God will live in us in perfect love. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    Mark 10:2-16 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:   Wisdom 7:7-11 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 4:12-13 
GOSPEL:    Mark 10:17-30 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
Sunday—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday—Monday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday—Tuesday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday—Wednesday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time 
Thursday—Thursday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time 
Friday—Friday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time 
Saturday—Saturday of Week 27 in Ordinary Time 

Youth 

Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 
7th October 2018  

Featurettes 

Holy Hour 6:30pm-7:30pm 

Thursdays St Patrick’s 

Cathedral 

Pray before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and meet other 
young people from around Melbourne, listen to beautiful 
music, hear great homilies and go the Confession. 
 

For further info: www.cam.org.au/youth 

Vocations View 

The Christian Vocation has expression through marriage, 
single life, priesthood and consecrated life.  Our call to 
holiness is to answer God’s call to build the Kingdom of 
God.  ‘Let the little children come to me… for it is to such as 
these that the Kingdom of God belongs.’ 

St Peter’s Parish Spring Ball 

Come along to enjoy a delicious dinner, socialise with the 

St Peter's Community and possibly burn up the dance 

floor! 

Please note this is a Parish fundraiser to raise much     

needed funds for our Parish. 

When: Saturday 27 October 2018, at 7:00pm 

Where: St Peter’s Parish Hall, 16 Mary Street, Clayton  

RSVP: 19 October 2018    

Tickets: Adult tickets $35, Children’s tickets (under 12 

years old) $20, Family tickets (two adults and two children 

under 12 years old) $80 

Purchase tickets: Go to www.trybooking.com/421017 or 

book through the Parish Secretary on phone: 9544 1516, 

via email: clayton@cam.org.au or at the office Tuesday to 

Friday. 

 

New way of thinking is 

needed 

With a steep decline in the contributions to our parish 

thanksgiving program and higher costs in running our 

parish, we need new ways of thinking to keep our parish 

sustainable and manageable.  We are open to your ideas 

to make this happen as we are all responsible for our 

parish. 

Alpha Catholic Intensive 

Experience/Training 

This intensive will look at where Alpha fits in a Parish faith 

formation process and how Alpha can become an integral 

part of a Parish pastoral plan to evangelise and grow 

missionary disciples. 

Dates:  Monday 15th October, 7:00pm to 9:15pm 

 Tuesday 16th October, 9:00am to 5:00pm 

 Wednesday 17th October, 9:00am to 5:00pm 

Venue: St Peter’s Parish Community Centre 

 258 Clayton Road, Clayton (car park 13-15 Mary St) 

Meals: Meals including dinner Monday night and lunches 

 provided. 

Cost: By donation 

Registrations and further information: Phone Lorraine on 

0402 217 123 or email lorraine.mccarthy@alpha.org.au 



Parish Notices  

Memorial Wall for the Interment of Ashes—The St Peter’s 

Clayton Memorial Wall is especially for parishioners who wish to 

have theirs or loved ones ashes interred OR theirs or loved ones 

names placed on a remembrance plaque.  Please see the parish 

office for further details.   
 

Parish Directory 2018— are available at the Church entrance and 

at the parish office. 
 

Reader/Lector Guide—for those who didn’t attend the 

Reader/Lector training, please contact the parish office for copies 

of the guide to assist with your ministry.  These can be emailed 

or hard copies are available to be collected. 
 

Parish Roster– for November, December and January is being 

created.  Please advise or email the Parish office if you will be 

unavailable during this time.  Thank you! 

The Eucharist As God’s 
Physical Embrace 
 
Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 

There’s a story told of a young Jewish boy named 
Mortakai who refused to go to school. When he was six 
years old, his mother took him to school, but he cried and 
protested all the way and, immediately after she left, ran 
back home. She brought him back to school and this 
scenario played itself out for several days. He refused to 
stay in school. His parents tried to reason with him, 
arguing that he, like all children, must now go to school. 
To no avail. His parents then tried the age-old trick of 
applying an appropriate combination of bribes and 
threats. This too had no effect. 
 
Finally, in desperation they went to their Rabbi and 
explained the situation to him. For his part, the Rabbi 
simply said: “If the boy won’t listen to words, bring him to 
me.” They brought him into the Rabbi’s study. The Rabbi 
said not a word. He simply picked up the boy and held him 
to his heart for a long time. Then, still without a word, he 
set him down. What words couldn’t accomplish, a silent 
embrace did. Mortakai not only began willingly to go to 
school, he went on to become a great scholar and a Rabbi. 
 
What that parable wonderfully expresses is how the 
Eucharist works. In it, God physically embraces us. Indeed 
that is what all sacraments are, God’s physical embrace. 
Words, as we know, have a relative power. In critical 
situations they often fail us. When this happens, we have 
still another language, the language of ritual. The most 
ancient and primal ritual of all is the ritual of physical 
embrace. It can say and do what words cannot. 
 
Jesus acted on this. For most of his ministry, he used 
words. Through words, he tried to bring us God’s 
consolation, challenge, and strength. His words, like all 
words, had a certain power. Indeed, his words stirred 
hearts, healed people, and affected conversions. But at a 
time, powerful though they were, they too became 
inadequate. Something more was needed. So on the night 
before he death, having exhausted what he could do with 
words, Jesus went beyond them. He gave us the Eucharist, 
his physical embrace, his kiss, a ritual within which he 
holds us to his heart. 
 
To my mind, that is the best understanding there is of 
Eucharist. Within both my undergraduate and graduate 
theological training, I took long courses on the Eucharist. 
In the end, these didn’t explain the Eucharist to me, not 
because they weren’t good, but because the Eucharist, like 

a kiss, needs no explanation and has no explanation. If 
anyone were to write a four hundred page book entitled, 
The Metaphysics of a Kiss, it would be not deserve a 
readership. Kisses just work, their inner dynamics need no 
metaphysical elaboration. 
 
The Eucharist is God’s kiss. Andre Dubos, the Cajun 
novelist, used to say: “Without the Eucharist, God 
becomes a monologue.” He’s right. A couple of years ago, 
Brenda Peterson, in a remarkable little essay entitled, In 
Praise of Skin, describes how she once was inflicted by a 
skin-rash that no medicine could effectively soothe. She 
tried every kind of doctor and medicine. To no avail. 
Finally she turned to her grandmother, remembering how, 
as a little girl, her grandmother used to massage her skin 
whenever she had rashes, bruises, or was otherwise ill. 
The ancient remedy worked again. Her grandmother 
massaged her skin, over and over again, and the rash that 
seemingly couldn’t be eradicated disappeared. Skin needs 
to be touched. This is what happens in the Eucharist and 
that is why the Eucharist, and every other Christian 
sacrament, always has some very tangible physical 
element to it – a laying on of hands, a consuming of bread 
and wine, an immersion into water, an anointing with oil. 
An embrace needs to be physical, not only something 
imagined. 
 
G.K. Chesterton once wrote: “There comes a time, usually 
late in the afternoon, when the little child tires of playing 
policeman and robbers. It’s then that he begins to torment 
the cat!” Mothers, with young children, are only too 
familiar with this late afternoon hour and its particular 
dynamic. There comes an hour, usually just before supper, 
when a child’s energy is low, when it is tired and whining, 
and when the mother has exhausted both her patience 
and her repertoire of warnings: “Leave that alone! Don’t 
do that!” The child, tense and miserable, is clinging to her 
leg. At that point, she knows what to do. She picks up the 
child. Touch, not word, is what’s needed. In her arms, the 
child grows calm and tension leaves its body. 
 
That’s an image for the Eucharist. We are that tense, over-
wrought child, perennially tormenting the cat. There 
comes a point, even with God, when words aren’t enough. 
God has to pick us up, like a mother her child. Physical 
embrace is what’s needed. Skin needs to be touched. God 
knows that. It’s why Jesus gave us the Eucharist. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

Christ and the young child, by Carl Heinrich Bloch, painted in 

1873, located at Sankt Nikolai Kirke, the largest church in        

Nakskov on the west coast of the Danish island of Lolland. 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Jackie Hayman Luan Viegas Divya Thomas 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Mary Grech  Lester De Souza Sr Monica Tuohey 1 

 Charlie Grech Mildred De Souza Leanne Smith 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Betty Holdsworth 

Hospitality Year 6 Morning Tea 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 4) Tonka Rako, Wanda Fiumara 

Counters (Team 2) Elvira Coutinho, Mary & Charlie Grech 

Church Cleaners (Team 5) Mila & Wilfred Satore 

Linen Tina Giannotte 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 14 October—Sunday Year B  

We remember in our prayers 

Recently deceased: Audrey Devisser 
 

Anniversaries: Lillian Perez, Frank Marino, Milena Jeronimo,   

Nicolina Petti 
 

Sick & their carers: Andrea Cinque, Marina Hanz, Armando 

Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Ricardo Dayonot, 

Margaret Iringan, Bernie Perabo, Rodrigo Bugtai 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nakskov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denmark
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lolland

