
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support:  Seda Peters 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday   9:00am—4:00pm 
 
 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Mrs Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Ms Margaret Nahon 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English and Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
 

Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

FIRST READING:   Acts: 1:1-11 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
    a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
SECOND READING:   Ephesians: 1:17-23 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Go and teach all people my gospel. 
    I am with you always,  
    until the end of the world. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    Mark: 16:15-20 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Pentecost Sunday—Year B 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 11:1-9 or 
 Exodus 19:3-8, 16-20 or 
 Ezekiel 37:1-14 or  
 Joel 3:1-5    
SECOND READING: Romans:  8:22-27 
GOSPEL:  John: 7:37-39 

Christ’s Eternal Glory — We celebrate today Christ’s ascension to his eternal glory in heaven and express our Christian hope 
that where he, our Head, has gone before us, we, his Body, will one day follow, to live forever in the Kingdom of our Father. 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Youth 

The Ascension of the Lord — Year B 
13th May 2018  

Featurettes 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend 

1-3 June, 17-19 August and 9-11 November 2018 
There is no group sharing.  Couples and a priest present 
the weekend.  It is based around Catholic values but 
couples of all faiths are welcome.  Starts 7pm on Friday.  
Ends 5pm on Sunday.  Accommodation and all meals are 
provided.  Information/bookings - Andrew & Maria on 
0411 225 992.  Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au 
Website: www.wwme.org.au 

 

Dance Lessons 

Come along to the Church Hall on Wednesday evenings, 
beginning 16th May, at 7pm for dance lessons, in 
preparation for the Parish Dinner Dance on 21st July.  Only 
$5 per class and all funds raised are donated to St Peter’s 
Parish.  Tea / Coffee provided.  For more information, 
please contact Tony and Gina on 0450 038 814. 
 

Thank you  

Thank you to those who came along to the movie 
afternoon last week at the Pinewood Cinema.  It was a 
blast as everyone had a great time, mingling and getting to 
know others in a social setting.  It is a wonderful reminder 
of our nature to be social human beings.  Thank you to our 
parish secretary, Lisa, who did a marvellous job organising 
and making sure everyone was well provided for and at 
ease!  Thanks one and all!   

Save the Date 

Keep the 21st July 2018 available for the Parish Dinner Dance  
beginning at 7:00pm—Midnight.  

 

Mass for Expectant Mothers 

The Life, Marriage and Family Office warmly invites all 
expectant mothers and their families to the 2018 Mass for 
Expectant Mothers, to be celebrated by Archbishop Denis 
Hart on Sunday 27 May, 11am St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 
Cathedral Place, East Melbourne.  Expectant mothers who 
register will receive a small token of recognition at the Mass. 
Please note that registration closes on Friday 18 May.  Details 
and registration: www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily or 
phone 9287 5587 or email: lmf@cam.org.au  

Enquiry Day at Corpus Christi 
Seminary 

Go behind the scenes of our local Seminary and have a taste 
of the daily life of a seminarian studying to be a diocesan 
priest.  Please see Fr Andrew for more information or go 
surfing online: 
www.cam.org.au/melbournepriest 
facebook.com/vocationsmelbourne 
www.corpuschristicollege.org.au 

Vocations Views 

Be guided by the Holy Spirit, because with the Spirit comes, 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness, 
gentleness and self control. With God's help, come forward 
to proclaim to those who are searching for meaning in life. 
As the Spirit is our life, let us be directed by the Spirit.  

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday The Ascension of the Lord 
Monday St Matthias, Apostle, Feast 
Tuesday Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
Wednesday Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
Thursday Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
Friday Friday of the Seventh Week of Easter 
Saturday Saturday of the Seventh Week of Easter 



Painful Goodbyes And The 

Ascension 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 

Among the deeper mysteries in life perhaps the one we 
struggle with the most is the mystery of the Ascension. 
It’s not so much that we misunderstand it, we simply 
don’t understand it. 
 
What is the Ascension? 
 
Historically it was an event within the life of Jesus and 
the early church and is now a feast-day for Christians, 
one that links Easter to Pentecost. But it is more than an 
historical event, it is at the same time a theology, a 
spirituality, and an insight into life that we need to 
understand to better sort out the paradoxical interplay 
between life and death, presence and absence, love and 
loss. 
 
The Ascension names and highlights a paradox that lies 
deep at the center of life, namely, that we all reach a 
point in life where we can only give our presence more 
deeply by going away so that others can receive the full 
blessing of our spirits. 
 
What does that mean? 
 
When Jesus was preparing to leave this earth he kept 
repeating the words: “It is better for you that I go away! 
You will be sad now, but your sadness will turn to joy. If I 
don’t go away you will be unable to receive my spirit. 
Don’t cling to me, I must ascend.” 
 
Why is it better sometimes that we go away? 
 
Any parent with grown children has heard similar words 
from their children, unspoken perhaps but there 
nonetheless. When young people leave home to go to 
college or to begin life on their own, what they are really 
saying to their parents is: “Mum and dad, it is better that 
I go away. You will be sad now, but your sadness will 
turn to joy. If I don’t go, I will always be your little boy or 
little girl but I will be unable to give you my life as an 
adult. So please don’t cling to the child you once had or 
you will never be able to receive my adulthood. I need to 
go away now so that our love can come to full bloom.” 
 
The pain in this kind of letting go is often excruciating, as 
parents know, but to refuse to do that is to truncate life. 
 

The same is true for the mystery of death. For example: I 
was 22 years old when in the space of four months both 
of my parents, still young, died. For my siblings and me 
the pain was searing. Initially we were nearly 
overwhelmed with a sense of being orphaned, 
abandoned, of losing a vital life-connection (that, 
ironically, we had mostly taken for granted until then). 
And our feelings were mainly cold, there’s little that’s 
warm in death. 
 
But time is a great healer. After a while, and for me this 
took several years, the coldness disappeared and my 
parents’ deaths were no longer a painful thing. I felt 
again their presence, and now as a warm, nurturing spirit 
that was with me all time. The coldness of death turned 
into a warmth. They had gone away but now they could 
give me their love and blessing in a way that they never 
could fully while they were alive. Their going away 
eventually created a deeper and purer presence. 
 
The mystery of love and intimacy contains that paradox: 
To remain present to someone we love we have to 
sometimes be absent, in ways big and small. In the 
paradox of love, we can only fully bless each other when 
we go away. That is why most of us only “get” the 
blessing our loved ones were for us after they die. 
Mystically, “blood and water” (cleansing and the deep 
permission to live without guilt) flow from their dead 
bodies, just as these flowed from Jesus’ dead body. 
 
And this is even true, perhaps particularly so, in cases 
where our loved ones were difficult characters who 
struggled for peace or to bless anyone in this life. Death 
washes clean and releases the spirit and, even in the 
case of people who struggled to love, we can after their 
deaths receive their blessing in way we never could 
while they were alive. Like Jesus, they could only give us 
their real presence by going away. 
 
“It is better for you that I go away!” These are painful 
words most of the time, from a young child leaving her 
mother for a day to go to school, to the man leaving his 
family for a week to go on a business trip, to the young 
man moving out of his family’s house to begin life on his 
own, to a loved one saying goodbye in death. Separation 
hurts, goodbyes bring painful tears, and death of every 
kind wrenches the heart. 
 
But that is part of the mystery of love. Eventually we all 
reach a point where what is best for everyone is that we 
go away so that we can give our spirit. The gift that our 
lives are can only be fully received after we ascend. 

Parish Notices  
Bake Sale - St Peter’s Bake Sale will be launched on the weekend 
of 26th May and 27th May.  You will be able to purchase a 
number of homemade goodies and all proceeds will go to 
replacing the dinosaur oven in the Parish Office. 
 

New Hymnals—The parish has purchased new hymn books 
which prove to be a blessing for the congregation and for the 
music ministry in the parish.  A number of people have come 
forward to offer a donation for hymnals.  Should anyone wish to 
donate a hymnal, we would ensure that a commemorative 
sticker be placed in the book stating from whom it had been 
donated.  Hymnals are $30.00 each, please contact the parish 
office for further information and details. 
 

May Count—Should the collectors or others be looking at you in 
a strange way, they will be counting all people during each of the 
masses for the annual parish mass count each weekend during 
the month of May. 
 

Principal Appointment Process—Please keep this process in your 
prayers in the weeks ahead as we endeavour to appoint a 
possible successful applicant under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit and our patron, St Peter.  Applications are now open and 
candidates are now applying for the principal position. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 
We remember in our prayers 

Recently deceased:  Maria Di Rago, Joyce Wornes 

Anniversaries: Lucia Tirico, Mario & Maria Sciavarello, Rosaria 
Di Natale, Antonio De Vito, Francesco Ravi-Pint, John Perez. 

Sick & their carers: Armando Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth,      
Warren Beaton, Nick Cincotta, Ricardo Dayonot and Margaret 
Iringan 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Jackie Hayman Savitri Ratnasabaphy Jayan Chacko 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Doreen Hickey Mildred De Souza Elvira Coutinho 1 

 Tina Murrian Lester De Souza Betty Holdsworth 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Michelle Verna 

Hospitality Mary & Charlie Grech 

Monash Medical Centre Lester & Mildred De Souza, Luan Viegas 

Counters (Team 5) Angela Yeo, Des & Paula Perkins, Ted & Leanne Smith 

Church Cleaners (Team 2) Charlie Grech, Ann Roshan, Wei Tang, Dlvya Thomas 

Linen Angela Bruno 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 20 May—Sunday Year B  

The Ascension by Dosso Dossi (16th century).  

The Ascension of Jesus to heavenly glory forty days after 
his Resurrection marks the final act of his earthly ministry 
and the necessary prelude to the birth of the Church. This 
is not an ending, but a new beginning. Jesus ascended in 
his visible body to make way for his Mystical Body, the 
Church, which was filled with the living breath of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dosso_Dossi

