
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.pol.org.au/clayton 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support:  Seda Peters 
Italian Chaplaincy:  Fr John Gandini 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday   9:00am—4:00pm 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Mr Jason Geraghty 
Secretary: Ms Margaret Nahon 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Italian) 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
 

Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

FIRST READING:   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
SECOND READING:  Hebrews 5:7-9 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
    If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
    And where I am, my servant will also be.  
    Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
GOSPEL:    John 12:20-33 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-7  
SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:6-11 
GOSPEL:  Mark 14:1—15:47 

The Lord’s Forgiveness—God promised: “I will forgive their iniquity and never call their sin to mind.’  Today we consider the 
cost of that forgiveness: the tears of Christ; his avowal: ‘Now my soul is troubled.’ 

St. Peter’s parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday 5th Sunday of Lent 
Monday St Joseph, Solemnity 
Tuesday Tuesday of the 5th Week of Lent 
Wednesday Wednesday of the 5th Week of Lent 
Thursday Thursday of the 5th Week of Lent 
Friday Friday of the 5th Week of Lent 
Saturday Saturday of the 5th Week of Lent 

Youth 

Fifth Sunday of Lent—Year B 
18th March 2018  

Featurettes 

Triduum Timetable 2018 

 

Holy Thursday—29th March 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper   7:00pm 
 
 
Good Friday—30th March 

Office of Readings and Morning Prayer 9:00am 
Stations of the Cross    9:30am 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion  3:00pm 
 
 
Holy Saturday—31st March 

Office of Readings and Morning Prayer 9:00am 
Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation 10:00am 
 
 
Holy Saturday—31st March 

Easter Vigil      8:00pm 
 
 
Easter Sunday—1st April 

Please note: Daylight savings ends at 2:00am 
 

Sunday Morning Masses    8:00am 
       9:30am 
            (Italian) 11:15am 

Palms Needed 

We are looking for palms (of the plant variety) to assist us 
with decorations and the blessing of palms for Palm Sunday 
on 24th / 25th March.  Should you have any please contact 
the Parish office on 9544 1516 if you are able to assist. 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Friday evening, 23rd March, will be the last time the Stations 
of the Cross will be publicly prayed at 7:00pm in the Church. 

 

St Patrick’s Dinner Dance 

Thanks to all who helped out in some way shape or form with 
this great event. 

Accommodation needed 

A Vietnamese Monash Univeristy student is seeking 
accomodation while he studies at univeristy.  He is looking 
for a family, living close to Monash Univeristy, who may 
have a spare room and wish to have a student to live with 
them.  It would need to accomodation that would need to 
be conducive to study.  Please contact the parish office for 
further information and contact details. 

Vocations Views 

Unless a seed first dries out and dies, it cannot be planted in 
the earth to grow. Unless we first dry out and die to our 
selfish ways, we can never expect to be people who will 'lay 
down their lives for their friends.'  



We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Teresa Crevatin 

Anniversaries:  

Sick & their carers: Armando Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth, 

Warren Beaton, Nick Cincotta , Ricardo Dayonot and Margaret 

Iringan 

The Garden of Gethsemane 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 
Several years ago, Mel Gibson produced and directed a 
movie which enjoyed a spectacular popularity. Entitled, 
The Passion of the Christ, the movie depicts Jesus’ paschal 
journey from the Garden of Gethsemane to his death on 
Golgotha, but with a very heavy emphasis on his physical 
suffering.  The movie shows in graphic detail what 
someone who was being crucified might have had to 
endure in terms of being physically beaten, tortured, and 
humiliated. 
 
While most church groups applauded the film and 
suggested that, finally, someone made a movie the truly 
depicted Jesus’ suffering, many scripture scholars and 
spiritual writers were critical of the movie. Why? What’s 
wrong with showing, at length and in graphic detail, the 
blood and gore of the crucifixion – which, indeed, must 
have been pretty horrific? 
 
What’s wrong (or better, perhaps, amiss) is that this is 
precisely what the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ death don’t 
do. All four Gospels take pains to not focus on the physical 
sufferings of Jesus. Their descriptions of his physical 
sufferings are stunningly brief: “They crucified him with 
the two criminals.” “Pilate had Jesus scourged and handed 
him over to be crucified.”  Why the brevity here? Why no 
detailed description? 
 
The reason that the Evangelists don’t focus us on what 
Jesus was enduring physically is that they want us to focus 
something else, namely, on what Jesus was enduring 
emotionally and morally. The passion of Jesus is, in its real 
depth, a moral drama, not a physical one, the suffering of 
a lover, not that of an athlete. 
 
Thus we see that, when Jesus is anticipating his passion, 
the anxiety he expresses is not about the whips that will 
beat him or the nails that will pierce his hands. He is 
pained and anxious rather about the aloneness he is 
facing, how he will be betrayed and abandoned by those 
who profess to love him, and how he will, in the wonderful 
phraseology of Gil Bailie, be “unanimity-minus-one”. 
 
That the passion of Jesus is a love-drama is also evident in 
its setting. It begins with him sweating blood in a garden – 
and ends with him being buried in a garden. Jesus is 
sweating blood in a garden, not in an arena. What’s 
significant about a garden? 
 
In archetypal symbolism, gardens are not for growing 
vegetables or even for growing flowers. Gardens are for 

lovers, the place to experience delight, the place to drink 
wine, the place where Adam and Eve were naked and 
didn’t know it, the place where one makes love. 
 
And so the Evangelists place the beginning and the end of 
Jesus’ passion in a garden to emphasise that it is Jesus, as 
lover (not Jesus as King, or Magus, or Prophet) who is 
undergoing this drama. And what precisely was the 
drama?  When Jesus is sweating blood in the Garden and 
begging his Father to spare him having to “drink the cup”, 
the real choice he is facing is not: Will I let myself die or 
will I invoke divine power and save my life? Rather the 
choice was: “How will die? Will I die angry, bitter, and 
unforgiving, or will I die with a warm, forgiving heart?” 
 
Of course, we know how Jesus resolved this drama, how 
he chose forgiveness and died forgiving his executioners, 
and how, inside all that darkness, he remained solidly 
inside the message that he had preached his whole 
ministry, namely, that ultimately love, community, and 
forgiveness triumph. 
 
Moreover, what Jesus did in that great moral drama is 
something we’re supposed to imitate rather than simply 
admire because that drama is also ultimately the drama of 
love within our own lives, presenting itself to us in 
countless ways. Namely: 
 
At the end of our lives, how will we die? Will our hearts be 
angry, clinging, unforgiving, and bitter at the unfairness of 
life? Or, will our hearts be forgiving, grateful, empathic, 
warm, as was the heart of Jesus when he said to his Father 
not my will but yours be done? 
 
Moreover this is not just one, major choice we face at the 
hour of death; it is also a choice we face daily, many times 
daily. Countless times in our daily interactions with others, 
our families, our colleagues, our friends, and with society 
at large, we suffer moments of coldness, unfairness, 
misunderstanding, and positive violation. From the 
indifference of a family member to our enthusiasm, to a 
sarcastic comment that is intended to hurt us, to a gross 
unfairness in our workplace, to being the victim of a 
prejudice or abuse; our kitchen tables, our workplaces, our 
meeting rooms, and the streets we share with others, are 
all places where we daily experience, in small and big 
ways, what Jesus felt in the garden of Gethsemane, 
unanimity-minus-one. In that darkness will we let go of 
our light? In the face of hatred will we let go of love? 
 
That’s the real drama of the Passion of the Christ – and the 
ropes, whips, and nails are not the central drama. 

Parish Notices  

RCIA - “For those moved to be the hands, feet and mouth of 
Christ, to increase their faith and experience”.  You are needed!  
Please contact the Parish Office to be part of the RCIA team. 

Lauds or Morning Prayer of the Church will be celebrated each 
weekday during Lent.  This will begin 15 minutes before the 
morning Mass at 8:45am. 

Emailing Bulletin - Please contact the Parish office via email if 
you wish the bulletin to be emailed to you. This helps the 
environment as well as in cutting down printing costs.  

Surrender is a weekly program based on the Sunday Scripture 
readings during Lent (Year B).  Two groups will run in the Parish 
Office on Thursday mornings beginning on Thursday, 15th 
February at 11:00am and Thursday evenings, beginning 15th 
February at 7:00pm during the weeks of Lent.  Please contact the 
parish office to register for this program.   

2nd Rite of Reconciliation Tuesday, 20th March at 7:00pm.  On 
Tuesday, we will have a number of priests attending our 2nd Rite 
of Reconciliation. What a wonderful way to prepare for the Lord 
into our hearts this Easter!  Please take some quite time to 
prepare well for the sacrament with an examination of 
conscience.  

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Lloyd DeSouza Jackie Hayman Angela Ho 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Tina Murrian Peter Fitzsimmons Mary Grech 1 

 Doreen Hickey Tracey Baynosa Charlie Grech 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Elvira Coutinho 

Hospitality St Peter’s Choir 

Monash Medical Centre Tonka Rako and Denise Riordan 

Counters (Team 3) Jackie and Roy Hayman, Rejimon Abraham and Tony Perez 

Church Cleaners (Team 6) Sebastian and Maria Wesley, Sheila Cyril—23rd March 

Linen Victoria Strangis 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 25 March—Sunday Year B  

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

Christ at the Mount of Olives—Martin Johann Schmidt (1718-
1801).  This artwork hangs in a private collection in Vienna. 


