
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.pol.org.au/clayton 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support:  Seda Peters 
Italian Chaplaincy:  Fr John Gandini 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday   9:00am—4:00pm 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Mr Jason Geraghty 
Secretary: Ms Margaret Nahon 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Italian) 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
 

Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

FIRST READING:   2 Chronicles 36:14-16. 19-23 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget 
    you! 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 2:4-10 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
    God loved the world so much, he gave us 
    his only Son, that all who  believe in him 
    might have eternal life.  
    Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
GOSPEL:    John 3:14-21 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Fifth  Sunday of Lent—Year B 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 5:7-9 
GOSPEL:   John 12:20-33 

Christ the Redeemer—Our sins had made us exiles from God’s kingdom.  But just as God sent Cyrus, the King of Persia, to bring 
his people back from Babylon, so in his great love he sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to bring us back to the new Jerusalem ‘to live 
the good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.’ 

St. Peter’s parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday 4th Sunday of Lent 
Monday Monday of the 4th Week of Lent 
Tuesday Tuesday of the 4th Week of Lent 
Wednesday Wednesday of the 4th Week of Lent 
Thursday Thursday of the 4th Week of Lent 
Friday Friday of the 4th Week of Lent 
Saturday St Patrick, Solemnity 

Youth 

Fourth Sunday of Lent—Year B 
11th March 2018  

Featurettes 

St Patrick’s Dinner Dance 

We will host a night, 17th March 2018, to celebrate St 
Patrick, the patron saint of our Archdiocese and fundrasier 
for the maintainence in our parish.  It proves to be an 
awesome night and guaranteed fun, food and friendship!  I 
am sure Irish eyes will be smiling and toes tapping, maybe 
even some ripping up of the dance floor.  Venue will be the 
Parish Hall, Night begins at 7:00pm sharp.  Tickets are 
$30.00 per adult and $20.00 per child (up to and including 
Year 4).  There will be a raffle drawn towards the end of 
the evening.  Numbers must be capped at 200. To avoid 
disappointment, get your tickets early!  Call parish office or 
buy them in the narthex after Mass.  Book tables of 8 
people or we will place you comfortably with friends of 
good company. 

 

Happy Birthday Fr Thomas 

Let us wish Fr Thomas a very happy birthday for Tuesday 
as he turns 22 and a bit!  May he and his family be blessed 
in the year ahead.  Thank you Fr Thomas for your priestly 
ministry to our parish community.  Morning tea after the 
9:30am for Fr Thomas will happen on Sunday, 25th March. 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Every Friday evening in the church at 7:00pm during the 
weeks of Lent. 

24 Hours for the Lord 

Thank you to those who made the 24 hours for the Lord 
possible.  Your efforts and generosity was outstanding as we 
were able to hold this great initiative for our parish.  Thank 
you for the prayers for our parish community as well, I am 
sure we will all be blessed. 

 

Palms Needed 

We are looking for palms (of the plant variety) to assist us 
with decorations and the blessing of palms for Palm Sunday 
on 24th / 25th March.  Should you have any please contact 
the Parish office on 9544 1516 if you are able to assist. 

 

Parish Youth Meeting  

The parish is possibly looking at running a youth ministry 
program for 10-13 year olds.  We are currently seeking 
energetic and willing young people to form a core team to 
facilitate the coordination of this program.  Should you wish 
to assist in this vital ministry then please contact Fr Andrew 
or Fr Thomas at the Parish Office or send an email to the 
parish.  Is anyone concerned about the future of our parish? 

Vocations Views 

When we are 'born again' in baptism, we really become a 
new creation, fired with a new love, and aimed in a new 
direction - heaven. Let Jesus talk with you. Let Jesus 
challenge you.  



We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Fr Joseph Micallef 

Anniversaries: Patrice Le Miere, Louise De Silva, Deceased 

member of Melder Family 

Sick & their carers: Armando Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth, 

Warren Beaton, Nick Cincotta , Ricardo Dayonot and Margaret 

Iringan 

Where The Cross Is Forever 

Erected 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 
Something inside us, a defective gene in the moral DNA 
of the planet perhaps, must account for the fact that we 
are forever crucifying what’s gentle, innocent, and 
guileless. Nature itself, is often brutal, rationalising, 
generous only to the aggressor, disdaining of that which 
cannot, or will not, defend itself. Evolution is, after all, 
about the survival of the fittest, the calloused. It assigns 
a different role to the gentle and guileless. They are to 
be the lightening rods around which bitterness and 
cruelty can constellate and vent themselves. 
Consequently we generally erect the cross where it is 
least deserved. Allow me an example: 
 
Twenty-five years ago, Toni Morrison, who recently won 
the Nobel prize for literature, wrote a book entitled, The 
Bluest Eye. The book, like the girl whose story it 
narrates, was originally trivialised, dismissed, and 
misread. However it eventually found its audience and 
its vindication, as sometimes happens to what gets 
crucified. 
 
The Bluest Eye is the story of a young, black girl, Pecola, 
upon whom neither nature nor luck have smiled. She 
lacks physical beauty, self-confidence, a decent family, 
mentoring of any kind, and love of every kind. Yet she is 
gentle and innocent, a good person. She is also guileless, 
but with that particular brand of artlessness that attracts 
the bully, brings on scorn and pity, and makes canon-
fodder for gossip. From the opening lines of the story, 
you already know that Good Friday soon awaits her. 
 
You don’t have long to wait. Just after puberty, when 
she is a child still really, she is raped and impregnated by 
her own father. She bears the child, though it dies soon 
after birth, and she is left on her own to sort this out 
which, of course, she cannot. Eventually, and this is 
where the defective gene in the moral DNA of the planet 
comes in, she is herself seen as somehow morally 
defective, as of no consequence. Her escape is 
daydreams. She makes believe that she is beautiful, that 
she has the loveliest blue eyes in the world, but illusion, 
as we know, is not reality and she ends up alone, a used 
bottle, insignificant, discarded, another item in a 
garbage can. 
 
In telling her story, Morrison, with her enormous talent, 

paints some truly memorable descriptions of how her 
poverty, the poverty of her kind, is generally perceived 
by us, the outsiders. In essence, to us, her poverty is an 
affront: “They were everywhere. They slept six in a bed, 
all their pee mixing together in the night as they wet 
their beds each in his own candy-and-potato-chip 
dream. In the long hot days, they idled away, picking 
plaster from the walls and digging into the earth with 
sticks. They sat in little rows on street curbs, crowded 
into pews in church, taking space from the nice, neat, 
coloured children; they clowned on the playgrounds, 
broke things in dime stores, ran in front of you on the 
street, made ice slides on the sloped sidewalks in winter. 
… Grass wouldn’t grow where they lived. Flowers died. 
Shades fell down. Tin cans and tires blossomed where 
they lived. They lived on cold black-eyed peas and 
orange pop. Like flies they hovered, like flies they 
settled.”  (The Bluest Eye, p. 92)  
 
Morrison ends the book with these lines: “And now we 
see her searching the garbage-for what? The thing we 
assassinated? I talk about how I did not plant the seeds 
too deeply, how it is the fault of the earth, the land, of 
our town. I even think now that the land of the entire 
country was hostile to marigolds that year. This soil is 
bad for certain kinds of flowers. Certain seeds it will not 
nurture, certain fruit it will not bear, and when the land 
kills of its own volition, we acquiesce and say the victim 
had no right to live. We are wrong, of course, but it 
doesn’t matter. It’s too late. At least on the edge of my 
town, among the garbage and the sunflowers of my 
town, it’s much, much too late.” (p. 206) 
 
In the accounts of Jesus’ death in the gospels, we have 
that curious incident where Pontius Pilate, drawing on a 
law that allowed the governor to release a prisoner 
every year at the passover, brings Jesus out before the 
crowd and offers to release him. The crowd however 
prefers that he release to them Barabbas, a convicted 
murderer. Curious. They want a murderer released and 
the one whom they know to be innocent crucified. 
Why? 
 
That’s the defective moral gene inside the DNA of the 
planet. Toni Morrison simply puts words to it: An entire 
country can be hostile to flowers in a certain year; the 
land can kill of its own volition; and we, like the crowd at 
the crucifixion of Jesus, can too easily say that the victim 
has no right to live and that we prefer instead to have 
Barabbas released to us. 

Parish Notices  

RCIA - “For those moved to be the hands, feet and mouth of 
Christ, to increase their faith and experience”.  You are needed!  
Please contact the Parish Office to be part of the RCIA team. 

Lauds or Morning Prayer of the Church will be celebrated each 
weekday during Lent.  This will begin 15 minutes before the 
morning Mass at 8:45am. 

Emailing Bulletin - Please contact the Parish office via email if 
you wish the bulletin to be emailed to you. This helps the 
environment as well as in cutting down printing costs.  

Surrender is a weekly program based on the Sunday Scripture 
readings during Lent (Year B).  Two groups will run in the Parish 
Office on Thursday mornings beginning on Thursday, 15th 
February at 11:00am and Thursday evenings, beginning 15th 
February at 7:00pm during the weeks of Lent.  Please contact the 
parish office to register for this program.   

2nd Rite of Reconciliation Tuesday, 20th March at 7:00pm.  On 
Tuesday week, we will have a number of priests attending our 
2nd Rite of Reconciliation. What a wonderful way to prepare for 
the Lord into our hearts this Easter!  Please take some quite time 
to prepare well for the sacrament with an examination of 
conscience.  

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Betty Phillips Mark  Szymczak Lorelyn Legas 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Mary Grech Jovita Calma Leanne Smith 1 

 Charlie Grech Lee Calma Michelle Verna 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Betty Holdsworth 

Hospitality Imeleta & Family 

Monash Medical Centre Tina Murrian, Rodney Narcis 

Counters (Team 2) Elvira Countinho, Mary & Charlie Grech 

Church Cleaners (Team 5) Mila, Wilfred & Mark Satore—16th March 

Linen Tina Giannotte 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 18 March—Sunday Year B  

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

Moses and the Brazen Serpent—Anthony Van Dyck (1599-
1641).  This artwork hangs in the Museum Museo del Prado, 
Madrid, Spain. 


