
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support:  Seda Peters 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday   9:00am—4:00pm 
 
 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Mrs Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Ms Margaret Nahon 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English and Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
 

Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

FIRST READING:   Amos 7:12-15 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Lord, show us your mercy and love, 

    and grant us your salvation. 

SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

    enlighten the eyes of our heart 

    that we might see how great is the hope 

    to which we are called. 

    Alleluia! 

GOSPEL:    Mark 6:7-13 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:13-18 

GOSPEL:  Mark 6:30-34 

The Missionary Church — ‘Go, tell my people, ‘ is the command we have been given by God.  And the message is the most    
stupendous one imaginable: that God has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings from heaven in Christ. 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Youth 

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year B 
15th July 2018  

Featurettes 

2018 Anniversary Mass 

Sunday 29 July, 11am, St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral 
Place, East Melbourne.  Are you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 
50th, or 60th-70th wedding anniversary this year? The Life, 
Marriage and Family Office invites you and your families to 
join us at the 2018 annual Anniversary Mass. All couples 
registering will receive a commemorative pack and 
certificate. Register by Friday 13 July on 9287 5587 or 
lmf@cam.org.au or www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily 

 

Gumnuts Winter Dinner 

The Gumnuts Winter Dinner will be held on Saturday 28th 
July, in the Parish Community Centre, at 7:00pm.  For more 
information please ring Mary Grech on 9544 9407. 

 

Theology of the Body 

Authentic Love & freedom in relationships sexuality from a 
Catholic perspective.  Come and hear an inspiring series of 
talks in June & July for Young Adults on Themes that will 
engage and empower.  Be energized with great interactive 
talks and discussion – along with Video Clips and Fab Food. 
John Paul II’s Theology of the Body is at the core – you are 
at the centre.  More details: trybooking/VNJR or contact 
Geraldine343@gmail.com / 0413 398 528. 

Vocations View 

In today’s First Reading, Amos says he did not choose to be 
a prophet.  God selected him.  Maybe God is asking you to 
reconsider what you are doing and do His work instead. 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 

Sunday Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Monday Monday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Wednesday Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week in O.T. 

Thursday Thursday of the Fifteenth Week in O.T. 

Friday Friday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time 

Saturday Saturday of the Fifteenth Week in O.T. 

 

Mass of Thanksgiving 

In honour of Archbishop Denis Hart’s service to the 
Archdiocese over 51 years and upon his retirement as 
Archbishop of Melbourne you are warmly invited to 
attend a Mass of Thanksgiving to be celebrated in St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on Saturday 21 July at 11.00 am 
with refreshments to follow in Central Hall, 20 Brunswick 
Street, Fitzroy.  It is a free event but you still need to 
book: www.cam.org.au 

 
Liturgical Reception and Solemn 
Mass of the Ninth Archbishop of 
Melbourne 
Most Reverend Peter A Comensoli DD STL MLitt PhD will 
be installed as the Ninth Archbishop of Melbourne.  This 
will be celebrated in St Patrick’s Cathedral on 
Wednesday 1 August 2018 at 7.00pm.  Refreshments to 
follow in Central Hall, 20 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy.  It is a 
free event but you still need to book: www.cam.org.au 

 
Trivia Pursuit Night  

‘Fun for all‘ at the Knights of the Southern Cross 

St Peter’s Hall, Mary St on Saturday 28th July 2018 from 
7pm.  $10 per head includes light supper.  BYO drinks 
and table snacks.  Please organise your table of 8.  There 
are prizes for winners!  Funds raised go towards Parish 
Projects e.g. Bibles for Catechism classes.  Contact Neil 
Daly on mobile 0428 794 002 or email 
neil.daly@bigpond.com 

mailto:neil.daly@bigpond.com


Consecrated Celibacy—An 

Apologia 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 

Huston Smith, the renowned commentator on world 
religions, submits that you should not judge a religion by its 
worst expressions, but by its best, its saints. That’s also true 
in terms of judging the merits of vowed, consecrated 
celibacy. It should be judged by its best, not perverse, 
examples, as is true too for the institution of marriage. 
 
I write this apologia because today consecrated celibacy is 
under siege from critics in almost every circle. Celibacy is no 
longer understood or deemed realistic by a culture which 
basically refuses to accept any restrictions in the area of 
sexuality and in effect sees all celibacy, lived for whatever 
reason, as frigidity, naiveté, or a misfortune of 
circumstance. Our culture constitutes a virtual conspiracy 
against celibacy. 
 
More critical still is how consecrated celibacy is being 
judged in the wake of the clerical sexual abuse scandal. 
More and more, there’s a popular conception both within 
society and within church circles that sexual abuse in 
general and pedophilia in particular is more prevalent 
among priests and religious than in the population at large 
and that there’s something inherent in consecrated celibacy 
itself that makes priests and vowed religious more prone to 
sexual misconduct and emotional ill health.  How true is 
this? Are celibates more prone to sexual misconduct than 
their non-celibate contemporaries? Are celibates more 
likely to be less healthy and happy in general than those 
who are married or who are sexually active outside of 
marriage? 
 
This must be adjudicated, I believe, by looking at the 
deepest intentions of sex itself and, from there, assessing 
where both married persons and celibates for the most part 
tend to end up. What’s the ultimate intention of sex? What 
is this powerful archetypal energy meant to do in us? 
Generically, the answer is clear: Sex is meant to lead us out 
of ourselves, out of aloneness, out of selfishness, into 
altruism, into family, into community, into generativity, into 
mellowness of heart, into delight, into happiness, and 
ultimately (perhaps not always this side of eternity) into 
ecstasy. 
 
Viewed through the prism of this criterion how do marriage 
and vowed celibacy compare? Mostly we see parallels: 
Some people get married, become healthily generous and 
generative, remain faithful to their spouses, and age into 
wholesome, happy, forgiving persons. Others write a 
different chronicle. They get married (or are sexually active 
outside of marriage) but do not become more generous and 

generative, do not remain faithful to their commitments in 
love, and age instead in sullenness, bitterness, and 
unhappiness. 
 
The same is true for vowed celibates: Some make the vow 
and become healthily generous and generative, remain 
faithful to the vow, and age into wholesome, happy, 
forgiving persons. For some others, most everything in their 
lives belies the transparency and fruitfulness that should 
stem from their celibacy and they do not become more 
selfless, generative, mellow, or happy. Instead, like some of 
their sexually active contemporaries, they also grow sullen, 
bitter, and unhappy. Sometimes this is the result of breaking 
their vow and sometimes it’s the result of an unhealthily 
repressed sexuality. In either case, their vow isn’t fruitful 
and generally leads to unhealthy compensatory behaviours. 
 
Celibacy, admittedly, comes fraught with some extra 
dangers because marriage and sex are the normal path that 
God intended for us. As Merton once put it, in celibacy we 
live inside a loneliness which God, himself, has condemned: 
It is not good for the man to be alone! Sex and marriage are 
the norm and celibacy deviates from that. But that doesn’t 
mean celibacy cannot be highly generative, meaningful, and 
healthy and make for wholesomeness and happiness. Some 
of the most generative and wholesome people that I know 
are vowed celibates, aging into an enviable mellowness and 
peace. Sadly, the reverse is also true for some celibates. Of 
course, all of this is equally true, both ways, for the married 
people that I know. 
 
By their fruits you shall know them. Jesus offers us this as a 
criterion for judgment. But in judging celibacy and marriage 
(just in judging religions) we might add Huston Smith’s 
counsel that we should judge each by its best expressions, 
by its saints, and not by its unhealthy expressions. Looking 
at marriage and celibacy, we see in each both healthy and 
unhealthy manifestations; and it doesn’t seem that either 
side trumps the other in terms of manifesting sanctity or 
dysfunction. That’s not surprising since, in the end, both 
choices demand the same thing, namely, a willingness to 
sacrifice and sweat blood for the sake of love and fidelity. 
 
Some celibates are unfaithful, and some are pedophiles, but 
some become Mother Teresa. It’s worth mentioning too 
that Jesus was a celibate. Some married persons are 
unfaithful, some are abusive, and some murder their 
spouses, but some give tangible, embodied, holy expression 
to God’s unconditional love for the world and Christ’s 
unbreakable bond with his church. 
 
Sexuality is a reality that can be lived out in different 
modalities, and both marriage and celibacy are holy choices 
that can, sadly, go wrong 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Savitri Ratnasabaphy Luan Viegas Ted Smith 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Tina Murrian Mildred De Souza Charlene Perez 1 

 Maria Paiva Lester De Souza Mary Grech 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Charlie Grech 

Hospitality Charlene & Tony Perez 

Monash Medical Centre Angela Yeo, Denise Riordan 

Counters (Team 3) Jackie & Roy Hayman, Reji Abraham, Tony Perez 

Church Cleaners (Team 6) Sebastian & Maria Wesley, Shelia Cyril 

Linen Angela Bruno 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 22 July—Sunday Year B  

We remember in our prayers 

Recently deceased: Natalino Raso, Vito Nicola Tortelli. 

Anniversaries: Joyce Tilaka, Frederick Rodrigo Sathianathen, 

Monica Honarine Ferdinands, Fiorino Antenucci, Agnes Jones. 

Sick & their carers: Michenine Cotillon, Marina Hanz, Armando 

Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Nick Cincotta, 

Ricardo Dayonot and Margaret Iringan, Bernie Perabo, Tony 

Buordolone, Rodrigo Bugtai. 

Parish Notices  

Thanksgiving Envelopes— The new Thanksgiving envelopes are 

commencing from this weekend.  Please collect them, the 

envelopes are located at the Church entrance. 

Catholic Superannuation Morning Tea and Forum Sunday 15th 

July— Community Centre after the 9:30am Mass today. 

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist Training—This is an 

opportunity for all current extraordinary ministers to refresh and 

for new parishioners to become extraordinary ministers of the 

Eucharist.  We will hold a formation session in the Church on 

Thursday, 19th July 2018 at 7:00pm.  Could all those attending 

please register at the Parish Office. 

Lector Training—This is an opportunity for all current lectors to 

refresh and for new parishioners to become lectors.  We will hold 

a formation session in the Church on Thursday, 26th July 2018 at 

7:00pm.  Could all those attending please register at the Parish 

Office. 

Italian Cuppa after the 11:15am Mass— Come enjoy an expresso 

or tea with some local homemade Italian buscuits, sweets and 

cakes after Sunday, 11:15am Mass, 29th July 2018. E’ Bellissimo! 

"Jesus instructed them to take nothing for the journey ex-
cept a staff -- no bread, no haversack, no coppers for their 
purses.  They were to wear sandals but, he added, 'Don't 
take a spare tunic.'  And he said to them, 'If you enter a 
house anywhere, stay there until you leave the district.  And 
if any place does not welcome you and people refuse to lis-
ten to you, as you walk away shake off the dust under your 
feet as evidence to them.'  So they set off to proclaim re-
pentance; and they cast out many devils, and anointed many 
sick people with oil and cured them."     Mark 6: 8-13 


