
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.pol.org.au/clayton 
Parish Secretary:  Mrs Lisa Smith  
Italian Chaplaincy:  Fr John Gandini 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday   9:00am—4:00pm 
 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Mr Jason Geraghty 
Secretary: Ms Margaret Nahon 
 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Italian) 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
 

Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

FIRST READING:   Genesis 9:8-15 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Your ways, O Lord, are love 
    and truth, 
    to those who keep your covenant. 
SECOND READING:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
    King of endless glory! 
    No one lives on bread alone, 
    but on every word that comes from 
    the mouth of God. 
    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
    King of endless glory! 
GOSPEL:    Mark 1:12-15 

The Good News of the Covenant— At the beginning of Lent we renew our response to the Covenant, the pact of love that God 
made with each of us at our baptism.  Imagine what good news it must have been to Noah, alone in a drowned world, when he 
learned that God’s love had not abandoned, nor ever would abandon, the earth and it’s creatures. 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Second Sunday of Lent—Year B 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 22:1-2.  9-13.  15-18. 
SECOND READING: Romans 8:31-34 
GOSPEL:   Mark 9:2-10  

St. Peter’s parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Ferials and Feasts  

this week 
 

Sunday 1st Sunday of Lent 
Monday Monday of the 1st Week of Lent 
Tuesday Tuesday of the 1st Week of Lent 
Wednesday Wednesday of the 1st Week of Lent 
Thursday The Chair of St Peter the Apostle, Feast 
Friday Friday of the 1st Week of Lent 
Saturday Saturday of the 1st Week of Lent 

Youth 

First Sunday of Lent—Year B 
18th February 2018  

Featurettes 

Fundraising Committee 

The parish is needing to form a committee to facilitate the 
fundraising of parish events for the year.  One of the 
events which is looming is the ‘St Patrick’s Night’ on 17th 
March 2018, so there is some urgency in forming this 
committee.  If you would like to join this committee, 
please contact Neil Daly on 0428 794 002 or 
neil.daly@bigpond.com to email him. 

 

Stations of the Cross 

Stations of the Cross will be held in the Church at 7:00pm 
every Friday during Lent.  This could be an act of prayer for 
your Lenten discipline. 

 

Flowers 

As the Church refrains from flowers during the solemn 
season of Lent, all flowers must be placed at the grotto or 
in front of the statue of St Peter on the Clayton Rd side of 
the Church. 

 

New Roster  

We are in the process of compliing the new roster for 
April, May and June.  Please notify the parish office if you 
are unavailable otherwise we shall assume you will be. 

Sacramental Program for 2018 

If you have or know a child at a non-Catholic school requiring 
the Sacraments of Penance (Year 3), Eucharist (Year 3) or 
Confirmation (Year 6), contact the parish office on 9544 1516 
by leaving your name, address and phone number or send us 
an email at clayton@cam.org.au by the 28th February at 
5:00pm. 
 

Counters Urgently Needed 

We are seeking a couple more counting groups to complete 
the roster moving forward.  Please contact the parish office 
should you wish to assist.  It is required that you hold a valid 
Working With Children Check card.  

Parish Youth Meeting  

The parish is possibly looking at running a youth ministry 
program for 10-13 year olds.  We are currently seeking 
energetic and willing young people to form a core team to 
facilitate the coordination of this program.  Should you wish 
to assist in this vital ministry then please contact Fr Andrew 
or Fr Thomas at the Parish Office or send an email to the 
parish. 

Vocation View 

The world tempts us to grab all we can.  Even food becomes 
more when it is given than when it is taken.  Follow Jesus: 
be a giver.  

St Teresa of Calcutta: “I must be willing to give whatever it 
takes to do good to others. This requires that I be willing to 
give until it hurts. Otherwise, there is no true love in me, and 
I bring injustice, not peace, to those around me.”   



We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Fr Brian Murray. 

Anniversaries: Martina Dayonot, Alan Jones, John Hiu. 

Sick & their carers: Armando Ravelo, Robert Holdsworth, Warren 

Beaton, Nick Cincotta , Ricardo Dayonot and Margaret Iringan. 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Lloyd De Souza Savitri Ratnasabaphy Nisha Antony 1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Doreen Hickey Tracey Baynosa Charlene Perez 1 

 Maria Paiva Peter Fitzsimmons Michelle Verna 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Leanne Smith 

Hospitality Tony and Charlene Perez 

Monash Medical Centre Jackie Hayman, Tina Murrian 

Counters (Team 4) Marlene Marshall, Peter Fitzsimmons, Tom Ratnasbapathy 

Church Cleaners (Team 2) Charlie Grech, Ann Roshan, Wei Tang, Dlvya Thomas - 23rd February 

Linen Domencia Cosma 

Our Most Common Sin 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 
Classically Christianity has listed seven sins as “deadly” 
sins, meaning that most everything else we do which is 
not virtuous somehow takes its root in one these 
congenital propensities. These are the infamous 
seven: pride, greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath, and sloth. 
 
In spiritual literature the first three, pride, greed, 
and lust get most of the ink and attention. Pride is 
presented as the root of all sin, Lucifer’s primordial 
defiance of God as forever echoed in our own lives: I will 
not serve! Greed is seen as the basis for our selfishness 
and our blindness towards others and lust has often been 
given the ultimate notoriety, as if the Sixth 
Commandment were the only commandment. 
 
Not to deny the importance of these, but I suspect that 
the sin which most commonly afflicts us and is not much 
mentioned in spiritual literature is wrath, that is, anger 
and hatred. I venture to say that most of us operate, 
however unconsciously, out of anger and this shows itself 
in our constant criticism of others, in our cynicism, in our 
jealousy of others, in our bitterness, and in our inability 
to praise others. And unlike most of our other sins, anger 
is easy to camouflage and rationalise as virtue. 
 
At one level, anger often rationalises itself as justified 
indignation over the foibles, stupidity, egotism, greed, 
and faults of others: How can I not be angry given what I 
see every day! Here anger shows itself in our constant 
irritation and in our quickness to correct, criticise, and 
make a cynical remark.  Conversely we’re very slow to 
praise and affirm. Perfection then becomes the enemy of 
the good and since nothing and no one is perfect, we’re 
always in critical mode and we see this as a virtue rather 
than for what it in fact is, namely, an inchoate anger and 
unhappiness inside of ourselves. 
 
But our unhappy cynicism isn’t the biggest problem here. 
More seriously, anger too often parades itself as Godly-
virtue, as righteousness, as prophecy, as a healthy, 
divinely-inspired militancy for truth, for cause, for virtue, 
for God. And so we define ourselves as “holy warriors” 
and “vigilant defenders of truth”, taking justification in 
the popular (though false) conception that prophets are 
angry people, on passionate fire for God. 
 
However there’s a near infinite distance between true 
prophetic anger and the anger that today commonly 
parades itself as prophecy. Daniel Berrigan, in his criteria 

for prophecy, submits (and rightly) that a prophet is 
someone who takes a vow of love, not of alienation. 
Prophecy is characterised by love aching for 
reconnection, not anger pushing for separation. 
 
And love isn’t generally what characterises most so-called 
prophetic anger in our world today, especially as it 
pertains to God, religion, and defense of truth. You see 
this in its worst form in Islamic extremism where, in the 
name of God, every kind of hatred, violence, and random 
murder puts on God’s cloak. Blaise Pascal captures this 
well in his Pensees where he writes: “Men never do evil 
so completely and cheerfully as when they do it from 
religious conviction.” He’s wrong on one thing; mostly we 
aren’t doing it cheerfully but angrily. One only has to read 
the letters to the editor in our newspapers, listen to most 
talk-radio stations, or listen to any debate on politics, 
religion, or morality to see raw hatred and anger 
justifying themselves on moral and divine grounds. 
 
There is such a thing as healthy prophetic anger, a fiery 
response when the poor of God, the word of God, or the 
truth of God are being slandered, abused, or neglected. 
There are important causes and boundaries to be 
defended. But prophetic anger is an anger that emanates 
out of love and empathy and always, regardless of the 
hatred it meets, still exhibits love and empathy, like a 
loving mother in the face of a belligerent child. Jesus on 
occasion exhibits this kind of anger, but his anger is 
antithetical to most of what masquerades as prophetic 
anger today, where love and empathy are so noticeably 
absent. 
 
Someone once said that we spend the first half of life 
struggling with the Sixth Commandment, and then spend 
the second-half of life struggling with the Fifth 
Commandment:  Thou shalt not kill!  We see this 
illustrated in the famous parable of the Prodigal Son, his 
Older Brother, and his Prodigal Father. The younger son is 
effectively out of his father’s house through wrestling 
with the seductive energies of youth. The older brother is 
just as effectively outside his father’s house, not through 
sin, but through wrestling with anger. 
 
As a young boy I was catechised to confess “bad 
thoughts” as sinful, but bad thoughts then were defined 
as sexual thoughts. As we age, I suggest, we might 
continue to confess “bad thoughts”, but now those “bad 
thoughts” have to do with anger. 
 
A cynic, it’s said, is someone who has given up, but not 
shut up! He’s also someone who has confused one of the 
seven deadly sins, wrath, with virtue. 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 25 February—Sunday Year B  

Parish Notices  

RCIA - “For those moved to be the hands, feet and mouth of 
Christ, to increase their faith and experience”.  You are needed!  
Please contact the Parish Office to be part of the RCIA team. 

Lauds or Morning Prayer of the Church will be celebrated each 
weekday during Lent.  This will begin 15 minutes before the 
morning Mass at 8:45am. 

Emailing Bulletin - Please contact the Parish office via email if 
you wish the bulletin to be emailed to you. This helps the 
environment as well as in cutting down printing costs.  

Surrender is a weekly program based on the Sunday Scripture 
readings during Lent (Year B).  Two groups will run in the Parish 
Office on Thursday mornings beginning on Thursday, 15th 
February at 11:00am and Thursday evenings, beginning 15th 
February at 7:00pm during the weeks of Lent.  Please contact the 
parish office to register for this program.   

24 Hours for the Lord Roster - Two people are required for every 
hour from 6pm on Friday 9th March to 6pm on Saturday 10th 
March.  Please place your name down on the roster in the 
Narthex. 

Ministers availability for the Easter Triduum - Please place your 
name down on the roster in the Narthex to should you be 
available for the ceremonies for the Triduum. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

Ivan Nikolaevich Kramskoi, Christ in the Desert (1872).  It hangs 

in the Tretyakov Gallery, Moscow.  


