
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday  9:00am—4:00pm 
 
PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Sharon Daujat  
Secretary: Margaret Nahon  
 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

Our Liberation From Fear– Fear is the most crippling of all the emotions and there are many things in life and in the world to 
make us afraid.  We lack integrity because we are afraid to be ourselves.  But today we lift up our souls to Christ who comes to 
deliver us from fear.  We can stand erect, hold our heads high, and dwell in confidence. 

FIRST READING:   Jeremiah 33:14-16 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul! 
SECOND READING:  Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
    Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
    and grant us your salvation. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    Luke 21:25-28. 34-36 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Second Sunday of Advent—Year C 

 
FIRST READING:   Baruch 5:1-9 
SECOND READING:  Philippians 1:4-6. 8-11 
GOSPEL:    Luke 3:1-6 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Advertising in the Parish 

Directory 2019 

We are seeking businesses or people who wish to place an 
advertisement in our parish directory for 2019.  The cost of 
an advertisement is $150 for a half page (A6 size) and $250 
for a full page (A5 size).  Please spread the word around to 
those businesses or individuals who would be happy to 
support our parish and in turn we support them. 
 

First Rite of Reconciliation 

There will be a number of priests available to hear 
confessions on 21st December at 7:00pm—8:00pm in St 
Peter’s Church.  Please attend 

 

St Vincent De Paul Christmas 

Appeal—22nd and 23rd Dec 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday—First Sunday of Advent 
Monday—St Francis Xavier 
Tuesday—Tuesday of Week 1 in Advent 
Wednesday—Wednesday of Week 1 in Advent 
Thursday—Thursday of Week 1 in Advent 
Friday—St Ambrose 
Saturday—Saturday of Week 1 in Advent 

Youth 

First Sunday of Advent —Year C 
2nd December 2018  

Featurettes 

 

Alpha 
Is 

Transforming 
Lives!! 

 

Vocations View 

It's Advent; almost Christmas! A Season of dreams comes 
true. Stand high, hold your heads high because your 
liberation is near at hand. The Lord may call you to follow 
Him.  Take up the challenge to follow him with your life, not 
just in name. 

Bake Sale 

Orders are now open and can be made via the parish office 
to secure your Christmas goodies for the bake sale 15th 
and 16th December 2018! 

 

Do you know anyone curious 

about the Catholic faith?  

Our Parish RCIA team is beginning the journey again for 
any in our community interested in becoming a Catholic.  If 
you are interested in participating in the group or wishing 
to be involved in a supportive capacity this year, please 
contact the parish office on 9544 1516 to register your 
details. 

 

Lauds—Morning Prayer of 

the Church 

Morning Prayer of the Church will be celebrated each 
weekday during Advent 15 mins before the morning mass.  
Monday to Friday at 8:45am.  
 

Melbourne Overseas Mission 

Collection 

Melbourne Overseas Mission next weekend there will be a 
collection for the Melbourne Overseas Mission.  Envelopes 
are in the church foyer.  Please give generously. 



We remember in our prayers 

Recently deceased: Emilia Zumpo, Carmelo Vieni 

Anniversaries: Caterina Perna, Ferdinando Cerminara, Maria & 

Julio Calma 

Sick & their carers: Rosario Marguglio, Rosalina Garcia, Kitty Dai 

Yun Zhang,  Andrea Cinque, Marina Hanz, Armando Ravelo, 

Robert Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Ricardo Dayonot, Margaret 

Iringan, Bernie Perabo, Rodrigo Bugtai 

Parish Notices  

Children’s Liturgy Help Needed—we urgently need additional 
volunteers for the Children's Liturgy after the 9:30 Sunday 
Mass, at the Community Centre from 10:30 to 11:30 am.  No 
prior experience needed. We welcome you to come and 
attend a session first to see for yourself how it runs.  Please 
contact the Parish Office on 9544 1516.  Thank you. 
Counters The parish is looking for parishioners to volunteer 
to form new counting teams. If you can volunteer your time 
and help out please call the parish office or discuss further 
with Fr Andrew and Fr Thomas.  All Volunteers are required to 
have a working with children card to volunteer in the parish. 
Memorial Wall for the Interment of Ashes—the St Peter’s 
Clayton Memorial Wall is especially for parishioners who wish 
to have theirs or loved ones ashes interred OR theirs or loved 
ones names placed on a remembrance plaque.  Please see the 
parish office for further details. 
2019 Columban Calendars and Christmas Cards—Calendars 
are available for sale at the piety store for $9.00 each.  
Christmas Cards are available at the piety store for $4.00 for a 
packet.  A great Christmas gift idea.  

The Eucharist as 
Reconciliation—as the New 
Wine 
 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 
Few persons have understood the Eucharist as deeply as 
St. Augustine. His homilies on it are precious, 
particularly those he delivered to newly baptized adults 
who were receiving the Eucharist for the first time. In 
one of these he tells them that their sins are forgiven at 
the Eucharist: 
 
“Next [at the Eucharist] the Lord’s Prayer is said. … Why 
is it said before receiving the body and blood of Christ? 
Because perhaps on account of our human fragility our 
minds have imagined something which is not becoming, 
our eyes have seen something which is not decent, or 
our ears heard something which was not fitting. If 
perhaps such things have been kept in because of 
temptation and the fragility of human life, they are 
washed away by the Lord’s Prayer at the moment we 
say `Forgive us our trespasses’ so that we can safely 
approach the sacrament.” 
 
According to Augustine, when we stand around the altar 
at the Eucharist as a community and sincerely pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, any sins we have committed are forgiven. 
The Eucharist is ultimate sacrament of reconciliation. It 
is the ancient water of cleansing, now turned into the 
new wine of reconciliation, that purifies us so that we 
can enter the house and celebrate. How is this so? 
 
In the second chapter of John’s gospel, we have the 
miracle at Cana where Jesus changes water into wine. 
Too often we see this simply as a gesture of hospitality: 
The hosts ran out of wine, Jesus felt sorry for them, and 
so changed six jugs of water into wine to spare them the 
embarrassment. Such an interpretation however misses 
the main point. Scripture scholars, Raymond Brown 
among them, tell us that in the early chapters of John’s 
Gospel there is a strong recurring theme of Jesus 
replacing the old with the new. That is the case here. He 
is replacing the old rite of cleansing with something 
new. What? 
 
Key to grasping the significance of this miracle is the 
particular jugs of water that got changed into wine. The 
water that Jesus changed into wine was the wash-water, 
the water used to ritually cleanse yourself when you 
entered a house. At the door of every Jewish house 
there were a series of water-jugs, usually six of them, 

which were kept filled with water. Upon entering a 
house, you were obliged to first stop and wash your 
hands and feet, both because they were usually covered 
with dust and because you were obliged, ritually, to do 
this. By washing in this way, you made yourself “clean” 
so that you could join the household and sit at table 
with them. What Jesus does at Cana is change this 
water, used for cleansing, into wine. He replaces the old 
rite of cleansing with something new – the Eucharist. 
 
The Eucharist is therefore both the sacrament that 
celebrates unity and the sacrament that cleanses us for 
it. At the Eucharist our sins are forgiven because to 
touch Christ is to be healed, even of sin. And we touch 
Christ, physically, in the Eucharist. But if this is true, if 
our sins are forgiven in the Eucharist, where does that 
leave the Catholic sacrament of confession? Is there still 
a need for explicit confession? 
 
That we can have our sins forgiven by participating in 
the Eucharist in no way denigrates the need for private 
confession. The opposite. To touch the body of Christ is 
the greatest antidote to the rationalizing individualism 
that precisely tempts us away from explicit confession. A 
biblical text, the story of the woman who touches the 
hem of Jesus’ garment, can be helpful in understanding 
this. In her encounter with Jesus, we see that there are 
in fact two moments of healing, the initial touch and a 
subsequent, explicit, one-to-one conversation. 
Confession to a priest and forgiveness of sins through 
simply touching the body of Christ in the Eucharist are 
connected in the same way as that woman’s explicit 
exchange with Jesus is related to her initial touching of 
his garment. The person-to-person exchange brings the 
healing to a fuller moment, a fuller maturity, and a fuller 
peace. Explicit confession is to the sacrament of 
reconciliation what an explicit apology is to 
reconciliation with each other in our daily lives. Actions 
speak, just as words do, and we can apologize to each 
other simply by letting our presence speak. But 
something is left unfinished until an explicit apology is 
spoken. Mature people apologize, in words as well as in 
actions. Moreover, as the literature on addictions points 
out, there can never be a full healing of one’s past until 
one faces, with searing honesty, one’s sins and tells 
them, face to face, to another human being. Explicit, 
sacramental confession is an indispensable piece within 
the process of full reconciliation. 
 
However, as both scripture and Augustine assure us, 
when we stand around an altar at Eucharist and pray the 
Lord’s Prayer, our sins are already forgiven. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Lorelyn Legas Imeleta Lemalu Neil Daly 1 

     

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Savitri Ratnasabaphy Marlene Marshall Sr Monica Tuohey   1 

 Doreen Hickey Yvonne Hepponstall Elvira Countiho   2 

 3 N/A N/A Betty Holdsworth   

Hospitality Mary & Charlie Grech 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 2) Jackie Hayman, Rodney Narcis, Tina Murrian 

Counters (Team 5) Angelo Yeo, Ted & Leanne Smith 

Church Cleaners (Team 2) Charlie Grech, Anna Wei Tang, Divya Thomas (Friday 14/12/2018) 

Linen Angela Bruno 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK |9 December—Sunday Year B  

Journey of the Three Magi to Bethlehem 

painted by Leonaert Bramer in 1638-40, owned by the New 

York Historical Society, New York  

 

The Magi also are referred to as the Wise Men or Kings in the 

Gospel of Matthew.  According to Matthew, the only one of the 

four Canonical gospels to mention the Magi, they came "from 

the east" to worship the "king of the Jews".  Although the     

account does not mention the number of Magi, the three gifts 

has led to the widespread assumption that there were three 

men.  In Eastern Christianity, especially the Syriac churches, the 

Magi often number twelve.  Their identification as kings in later       

Christian writings is probably linked to Psalms 72:11, "May all 

kings fall down before him". 

https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Magi.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Canonical_gospels.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Eastern_Christianity.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Syriac_Christianity.html

