
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday  9:00am—4:00pm 
 
PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Margaret Nahon  
 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Italian) 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

Bread From Heaven—Through Christ we have undergone what St Paul calls a spiritual revolution and we can no longer be 
satisfied with material things.  We need the food that comes from heaven, the bread of life which we receive at this Mass. 

FIRST READING:   Exodus 16:2-4. 12-15 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord gave them bread 
    from heaven   
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 4:17. 20-24 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
    No one lives on bread alone, 
    but on every word that comes 
    from the mouth of God. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    John 6:24-35 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:   Kings 19:4-8 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 4:30-5:2 
GOSPEL:    John 6:41-51 

St. Peter’s parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

Relics 

Next weekend, the Knights of the Southern Cross Oakleigh 
Branch have been able to secure a first class relic of St Mary 
of the Cross MacKillop.  The relic will be available for 
veneration after each of the masses next weekend, 11th and 
12th August.  For veneration, the Church recommends an 
exterior gesture that fits the occasion and corresponds to a 
person’s interior disposition. Someone venerating a saint’s 
relic can kiss or touch the glass case that houses the relic, or 
simply stand near the relic in a prayerful attitude, raising 
one’s heart and mind to God and invoking the intercession of 
the saint. Other acceptable gestures include signing oneself 
with the sign of the cross or kneeling in front of the relic in 
prayer. However, a person should not genuflect before the 
relic in a way similar to genuflecting before the Blessed 
Sacrament.  Christ alone is reserved that type of veneration.  

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday—18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday—The Transfiguration of the Lord 
Tuesday—Tuesday of Week 18 in Ordinary Time 
Wednesday—Saint Mary MacKillop of the Cross 
Thursday—Thursday of Week 18 in Ordinary Time 
Friday—Saint Lawrence 
Saturday—Saint Clare 

Youth 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 
5th August 2018  

Information Night  

Calling on all Parish men to attend the Knights of the 
Southern Cross Information Night.  At St Peter’s 
Community Hall, on Monday 27th August 2018 from 
7.30pm.  The Knights serve the Parish Priest in many areas:  
 Involved in fundraising to offer assistance with parish 

projects (e.g. Scholarships for children and their 
families)  

 Services to assist at major parish masses & major parish 
events (e.g. Dinner Dances, Car Boot Markets, Fetes). 

 Organise parishioners during major letter writing 
campaigns. 

Wives are welcome to attend the Information Night and 
gain an understanding of the Knights Order. 
Contact Neil Daly on mobile 0428 794 002 or email 
neil.daly@bigpond.com    
 

National Vocations 

Awareness 5-12 August 

In this Year for Youth and Vocational Discernment, we pray 
for the young people of our parish and family – that our 
prayers and support will assist them to discern God’s plan 
for their life.   Please pray for our seminarians and those in 
religious formation.   

You are also invited to Trac Nguyen’s Diaconate Ordination 
(he came and spoke to us about vocations on 21st and 
22nd April) on Saturday 8th September at 10:00am at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral by Most Rev. Peter A. Comensoli DD.  
RSVP to trac.nguyen@cam.org.au 

Featurettes 

‘Quo Vadis’ Reflection Nights 

Quo Vadis? is an opportunity to experience prayer and 
fellowship with others who are discerning the Vocation that 
God may be calling them to.  It refers to the encounter 
between St Peter and Jesus Christ on the Appian Way.  Held 
on the first Friday of the month, this is an opportunity for 
prayer, dinner and discussion with other young men 
discerning their vocation.  For more details contact Sonia 
Starc, Catholic Vocations on phone no. 9926 5733.  

Vocations View 

“I am the Bread of Life.  He who comes to me will never be 
hungry; he who believes in me will never thirst.”  ‘Lord, 
send us priests after your own heart to give us the Food of 
everlasting life— Your very Self in the Eucharist.’  Consider a 
call to the priesthood of Jesus Christ. 

mailto:neil.daly@bigpond.com


We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Alfonso Sibilia, Luigi Mastrocola, Marcella 

Rausa, Shane Raggatt 

Anniversaries: Vincenzo Rullo, Angelo Mandarano, Nicolina 

Petti, Jose Alexandrino Corte-Real, Giuseppe Pavone, Joel Calma  

Sick & their carers: Marina Hanz, Armando Ravelo, Robert 

Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Nick Cincotta, Ricardo Dayonot, 

Margaret Iringan, Bernie Perabo, Tony Buordolone, Rodrigo    

Bugtai 

Parish Notices  

Solemnity of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop & the 

Assumption—There will be an evening mass on Wednesday 8th 

August 2018 for the Solemnity of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop 

and for the Assumption on Wednesday 15th August.  

Extraordinary Communion to the Sick and Housebound—We 

are looking for a number of able bodied parishioners to take the 

Eucharist to the sick and the housebound.  They are crying out to 

receive Jesus in the Eucharist and are unable due to the lack of 

volunteers.  Please contact the office if you could spare an hour a 

month or a fortnight. 

Catholiccare Appeal Sunday– is on next weekend 11th to 12th 

August.  Catholiccare provides essential social services to the 

most vulnerable and disadvantaged people in our community, 

and more broadly across Melbourne, Geelong and Gippsland. 

Bake Sale— This weekend on the 4th and 5th August.  Next bake 

sale will be on in two weeks 18th and 19th August.  Orders are 

now open and can be made via the parish office to secure your 

goodies.   

Eucharist As New Manna 
 
Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 
A friend of mine, an alcoholic in recovery, likes to 
explain the dynamics of an Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting this way: “It’s funny, the meetings are always 
the same, the exact same things get said over and over 
again. Everything is totally predictable; everyone, except 
those who are there for the first time, know already 
what will be said. And we’re not there to show our best 
sides to each other. I don’t go to an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings to share my talents or to be a nice 
guy. No. I go because, if I don’t, I know, and know for 
sure, that I will start drinking again and eventually 
destroy myself. It’s that simple. I go there to stay alive!” 
 
In a curious, but accurate way, that can also be a 
description of the Eucharist, at least of one important 
aspect of it. Among other reasons, we go to the 
Eucharist to stay alive. The Eucharist is meant to be 
God’s regular nourishment for us, daily manna to keep 
us alive within the desert of our lives. 
 
We get this theology from John’s gospel. The gospels, as 
we know, do not have just one theology of the 
Eucharist. The various communities in the early church 
each emphasised different things about the Eucharist. 
John, unlike the other evangelists, does not set the 
Eucharist so saliently into the context of the last supper. 
He does set it there, but places it in another context as 
well. 
 
In John’s gospel, where the other gospels have the 
institution of the Eucharist at the last supper, he has 
Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. Various scholars, 
Raymond Brown among them, suggest that John does 
this because, by the time his gospel was written, 
perhaps sixty to seventy years after Jesus died, 
Christians, not unlike today, were already arguing with 
each other about the Eucharist: How often should it be 
celebrated? Who should preside? What is its precise 
meaning? John, in placing the washing of the feet where 
the other evangelists put the words of institution, is 
reminding us that washing each other’s feet, service to 
and humility before each other, is what the Eucharist is 
really all about. But John also emphasises another 
aspect of Eucharist. 
 
While linking the Eucharist to the last supper and 
highlighting that it means service and humility, John also 
places it into Jesus’ discourse on the bread of life. In 

Chapter six of his gospel, Jesus says: “Unless you eat the 
bread of life, you will not have life within you.” In 
speaking of the bread of life, he links it to the manna, 
the daily feeding that Israel received from God during 
her years in the desert. For all those years, manna was 
Israel’s daily food and, often times, her only food. It had 
too a curious quality. When she ate it alongside other 
foods she had procured for herself or food she had 
brought out of Egypt, it tasted bitter, but if she took 
manna as her only food it tasted sweet. In either case, it 
was her daily sustenance. 
 
In John’s gospel, Jesus tells us that the Eucharist is the 
new manna, the new bread from heaven, the new way 
that God gives us daily sustenance. The Roman Catholic 
practice of daily Eucharist takes its root here. That is 
why too, in Roman Catholic spirituality, unlike much of 
Protestantism, the Eucharist has not been called “the 
Lord’s Supper”, since it was understood not as an 
extraordinary ritual to commemorate the last supper, 
but as a ordinary, ideally daily, ritual to give us 
sustenance from God. 
 
How does the Eucharist give us daily sustenance? As we 
saw in the earlier columns in this series, the Eucharist 
nurtures us by giving us God’s physical embrace (“the 
real presence”) and, like a Quaker-silence, it gives us a 
oneness with each other that we cannot give to 
ourselves. However it nurtures us in yet a further way. It 
provides us with a life-sustaining ritual, a regular 
meeting around the word and person of Christ that can 
become the daily bread of our lives and our 
communities. How? 
 
Monks have secrets worth knowing. One of these is that 
a community sustains itself not primarily through 
novelty, titillation, and high emotion but through 
rhythm and routine, namely, through simple, 
predictable, ritual processes. For example, a wise family 
will say to itself: “We will all be home at regular times, 
we will all eat together twice a day, and we will all be 
together in the living room at least once a day – even if 
it isn’t exciting, even if real feelings aren’t shared, even 
if some are bored, and even if some are protesting that 
this isn’t worthwhile. We will do this because, if we 
don’t, we will soon fall apart as a family. To stay 
together we need regular, straight-forward, predictable, 
daily rituals. We need the manna of daily presence to 
each other. Otherwise we’ll die.” 
 
In the Eucharist, God sustains us in just this way. 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Betty Phillips Mark Szymczak   Luan Viegas   1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Savitri Ratnasabaphy Pura Calma Mary Grech  1 

 Tina Murrian Maria Bonita Calma Charlie Grech 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Leanne Smith 

Hospitality St Peter’s Choir 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 1) Angela Yeo, Denise Riordan, Imeleta Lemalu 

Counters (Team 3) Jackie & Roy Hayman , Tony Perez, Reji Abraham 

Church Cleaners (Team 4) Marlene Marshall, Mary Henricus, Anna Tang, Yvonne Fernand 

Linen Vittoria Strangis 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 12 August—Sunday Year B  

‘I tell you most solemnly, it was not Moses who gave you bread 
from heaven, it is my Father who gives you bread from heaven, 
the true bread; for the bread of God is that which comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.’… 
‘I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never be       
hungry; he who believes in me will never thirst.’ 


