
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support: Seda Peters 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday  9:00am—4:00pm 
 
PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Margaret Nahon  
 
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English & Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Italian) 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

Our Eucharist: Thanksgiving 
Eucharist means thanksgiving.  Today, filled with the Spirit, we make thanksgiving to God for the bread of life. 

FIRST READING:   Proverbs 9:1-6 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Taste and see the goodness  
    of the Lord. 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 5:15-20 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, Alleluia! 
    All who eat my flesh and 
    drink my blood live in me 
    and I in them, says the Lord. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    John 6:51-58 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:   Joshua 24:1-2. 15-18 
SECOND READING:  Ephesians 5:21-32 
GOSPEL:    John 6:60-69 

St. Peter’s Parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

St Vincent De Paul Meeting 

You are invited to come and see how the St Vincent de Paul 
Society operates in the local area and enroll as a new 
member.  Come and see what options and programs are 
available if you would like to volunteer to assist those seeking 
support.  Come and See how you can be part of it, at an 
information session on Thursday evening 23rd August at 
7:00pm at St Peter’s Parish Community Centre, 15 Mary St, 
Clayton.  New members are needed to take this community 
service into the future. 

 

Invitation to Ordination  

You are invited to Trac Nguyen’s Diaconate Ordination (he 
came and spoke to us about vocations on 21st and 22nd 
April) on Saturday 8th September at 10:00am at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral by Most Rev. Peter A. Comensoli DD.  RSVP to 
trac.nguyen@cam.org.au 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday—Saint Bernard 
Tuesday—Saint Pius X 
Wednesday—The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday—Thursday of Week 20 in Ordinary Time 
Friday—Saint Bartholomew 
Saturday—Saturday of Week 20 in Ordinary Time 

Youth 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B 
19th August 2018  

Information Night  

Calling on all Parish men to attend the Knights of the 
Southern Cross Information Night.  At St Peter’s 
Community Hall, on Monday 27th August 2018 from 
7.30pm.  The Knights serve the Parish Priest in many areas:  
 Involved in fundraising to offer assistance with parish 

projects (e.g. Scholarships for children and their 
families)  

 Services to assist at major parish masses & major parish 
events (e.g. Dinner Dances, Car Boot Markets, Fetes). 

 Organise parishioners during major letter writing 
campaigns. 

Wives are welcome to attend the Information Night and 
gain an understanding of the Knights Order. 
Contact the parish office for further details.  

 

Master Plan Steering 
Committee 

We need two (2) representatives from the parish 
community to form a steering committee.  This committee 
will work through a process of formation to develop, 
devise and implement a master plan for the parish and its 
foresight into the future for 2019—2024 and beyond.  This 
committee is needed to provide future direction for our 
parish in terms of buildings, land and the temporal goods 
of the parish community.  Please send an email to the 
parish office to express your interest in joining the 
committee.   

Featurettes 

Sunday Night, Holy Hour at 

Sacred Heart, Carlton 

Join the seminarians for Holy Hour and Vespers at 6pm on 
Sundays, during term. 
 
For further info: www.cam.org.au/melbournepriest 
 
 

Vocations View 

John’s Gospel reveals God’s promise of the Word made 
flesh.  This is revealed through the sacrifice made by Christ: 
“I am the living bread, come down from heaven… the bread 
I give is my flesh for the life of the world…”.  Do this in 
memory of Him. 



We remember in our prayers 
Recently deceased: Bob Jonker, Micheline Cotillon, Br Patrick 

Henigan OFM. 

Anniversaries: Mercedes Albano, Carmela Tirico, Peter Fernan-

dopulle, Antonia Garbuio, Eardley Fernand. 

Sick & their carers: Marina Hanz, Armando Ravelo, Robert 

Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Ricardo Dayonot, Margaret Iringan, 

Bernie Perabo, Rodrigo Bugtai. 

Parish Notices  

Bake Sale—St Peter’s Bake Sale is on this weekend, 18th and 

19th August!  You will be able to purchase a number of 

homemade goodies.  Special thanks to all who have helped out 

so generously.  All proceeds will go towards supporting the 

parish. 
 

Keep the Date Free—Parish Spring Ball on 27th October 2018, in 

the Parish Hall.   
 

Keep the Date Free— There will be one Mass at 10:00am on 

Sunday, 11th November 2018, followed by morning tea and the 

Annual General Meeting in the Parish Hall. 
 

Memorial Wall for the Interment of Ashes—The St Peter’s 

Clayton Memorial Wall is especially for parishioners who wish to 

have theirs or loved ones ashes interred OR theirs or loved ones 

names placed on a remembrance plaque.  The cost of a spot for 

Parishioners is $1,500 and Non Parishioners $2,000.  Please see 

Fr Andrew or Fr Thomas to discuss further. 

The Power Of A Compliment 
 
Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 
 

Thomas Aquinas once suggested that it’s a sin to not give a 
compliment to someone when it’s deserved because by 
withholding our praise we’re depriving that person of the 
food that he or she needs to live on. He’s right. Perhaps 
it’s not a sin to withhold a compliment but it’s a sad 
impoverishment, both for the person deserving the 
compliment and for the one withholding it. 
 
We don’t live on bread alone. Jesus told us that. Our soul 
too needs to be fed and its food is affirmation, 
recognition, and blessing. Every one of us needs to be 
healthily affirmed when we do something well so as to 
have resources within us with which to affirm others. We 
can’t give what we haven’t got! That’s self-evident. And 
so, for us to love and affirm others we must first be loved, 
first be blessed, and first be praised. Praise, recognition, 
and blessing build up the soul. 
 
But complimenting others isn’t just important for the 
person receiving the compliment, it’s equally important 
for the person giving it. In praising someone we give him 
or her some needed food for their soul; but, in doing this, 
we also feed our own soul. There’s a truth about 
philanthropy that holds true too for the soul: We need to 
give to others not just because they need it but because 
we cannot be healthy unless we are giving ourselves away. 
Healthy admiration is a philanthropy of the soul. 
 
Moreover, admiring and praising others is a religious act. 
Benoit Standaert submits that “giving praise comes out of 
the roots our existence.”  What does he mean by that? 
 
In complimenting and praising others, we are tapping into 
what’s deepest inside us, namely, the image and likeness 
of God. When we praise someone else then, like God 
creating, we are breathing life into a person, breathing 
spirit into them. People need to be praised. We don’t live 
on bread alone, and we don’t live on oxygen alone either. 
 
The image and likeness of God inside us is not an icon, but 
an energy, the energy that’s most real inside us. Beyond 
our ego, wounds, pride, sin, and the pettiness of our 
hearts and minds on any given day, what’s most real 
within us is a magnanimity and graciousness which, like 
God, looks at the world and wants to say: “It is good! It is 
very good!” When we’re at our best, our truest, speaking 
and acting out of our maturity, we can admire. Indeed, our 
willingness to praise others is a sign of maturity, and vice 
versa. We become more mature by being generous in our 
praise. 

But praise is not something we give out easily. Mostly we 
are so blocked by the disappointments and frustrations 
within our lives that we give in to cynicism and jealousy 
and operate out of these rather than out of our virtues. 
We rationalise this of course in different ways, either by 
claiming that what we’re supposed to admire is juvenile 
(and we’re too bright and sophisticated to be impressed) 
or that the admirable act was done for someone’s self-
aggrandisement and we’re not going to feed another 
person’s ego. However, more often than not, our real 
reason for withholding praise is that fact that we ourselves 
have been insufficiently praised and, because of that, 
harbor jealousies and lack the strength to praise others. I 
say this sympathetically, all of us are wounded. 
 
Then too in some of us there’s a hesitation to praise 
others because we believe that praise might spoil the 
person and inflate his or her ego. Spare the rod and spoil 
the child! If we offer praise it will go to that person’s 
head.  Again, more often than not, that’s a rationalisation. 
Legitimate praise never spoils a person. Praise that’s 
honest and proper works more at humbling its recipient 
than spoiling him or her. We can’t be loved too much, only 
loved wrongly. 
 
But, you might ask, what about children who end up self-
centered because they’re only praised and never 
disciplined?  Real love and real maturity distinguish 
between praising those areas of another’s life that are 
praiseworthy and challenging those areas of another’s life 
that need correction. Praise should never be undeserved 
flattery, but challenge and correction are only effective if 
the recipient first knows that he or she is loved and 
properly recognized. 
 
Genuine praise is never wrong. It simply acknowledges the 
truth that’s there. That’s a moral imperative. Love requires 
it. Refusing to admire when someone or something merits 
praise is, as Thomas Aquinas submits, a negligence, a fault, 
a selfishness, a pettiness, and a lack of maturity. 
Conversely, paying a compliment when one is due is a 
virtue and a sign of maturity. 
 
Generosity is as much about giving praise as about giving 
money. We may not be stingy in our praise. The 
14th century Flemish mystic, John of Ruusbroec, taught 
that “those who do not give praise here on earth shall be 
mute for all eternity.” 

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

The Institution of the Eucharist painted by Nicolas Poussin.   
Commissioned in December 1640 for Louis XIII of France for the 
altarpiece in the chapel of a Château.  The painting is now at the 
Louvre, Paris, France. 
Jesus makes a blessing sign with outstretched arm and hand.  He 
presents the dish with the pieces of unleavened bread that are 
now the hosts.  The chalice of wine is in the middle.  Above the 
chalice hangs the light of the Holy Spirit referring also to the 
words of Jesus, “I am the Light of the World”. 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Imeleta Lemalu Luan Viegas Catechist Children  1 

    2 

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Mary Grech Maria Paiva Charlene Perez 1 

 Charlie Grech Pura Calma Tony Perez 2 

 3 Volunteer Maria Bonita Calma Volunteer 

Hospitality Year 3 Morning Tea 

Monash Medical Centre (Team 4) Tonka Rako, Wanda Fiumara 

Counters (Team 2) Elvira Coutinho, Mary & Charlie Grech 

Church Cleaners (Team 1) The Italian Community 

Linen Angela Bruno 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 26 August—Sunday Year B  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolas_Poussin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_XIII_of_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ch%C3%A2teau_de_Saint-Germain-en-Laye

