
Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Andrew  McCarter | Assistant Priest: Rev. Fr Thomas Kuruvila 

DETAILS 
PARISH 
Address:   258 Clayton Road, Clayton, 3168 
Phone:    9544 1516 
Fax:    9544 1089 
Email:    clayton@cam.org.au 
Website:   www.stpetersclayton.com 
Parish Secretary:  Lisa Smith  
Domestic Support:  Seda Peters 
 
 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday    11:00am—5:00pm 
Tuesday—Friday   9:00am—4:00pm 
 
 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Address:  16 Mary St, Clayton, 3168 
Phone: 9544 3032 
Email:  principal@spclayton.catholic.edu.au 
Principal:  Mrs Therese Stewart (Acting Principal) 
Secretary: Ms Margaret Nahon 
 
 
 

CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
Sacred Heart College, Oakleigh:  9568 5488 
Mazenod College, Mulgrave:  9560 0911  
Salesian College, Chadstone:  9807 2644 
Killester College, Springvale:  9547 5000 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 
Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday (Vigil) 6:00pm 
Sunday  8:00am 
   9:30am 
   11:15am (English and Italian) 
   4:30pm (Malayalam) 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  9:00am 
   7:00pm  (Malayalam) 
Tuesday  9:00am 
Wednesday  9:00am 
   7:00pm (Mass & Novena) 
Thursday  9:00am 
Friday   9:00am 
   2:30pm Divine Mercy 
Saturday  9:00am  
 
 

Other Sacraments 
Reconciliation:  Saturday 9:30am (or by appointment) 
Marriages and Baptism:  By appointment  
Anointing of the Sick: Please call parish office  

FIRST READING:   Acts: 9:26-31 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly 
    of your people. 
SECOND READING:  1 John: 3:18-24 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Live in me and let me live in you, 
    says the Lord; 
    my branches bear much fruit. 
    Alleluia! 
GOSPEL:    John: 15:1-8 

NEXT WEEK’S READING:  
Sixth Sunday of Easter—Year B 

 
FIRST READING:  Acts 10:25-26. 34-35.  
  44-48 
SECOND READING: 1 John: 4:7-10 
GOSPEL:    John: 15:9-17 

Christ the True Vine —When, like St Paul, we ‘believe in the name of Jesus Christ’, God lives in us and we in him.  We become 
branches of the true vine, Jesus Christ. 

St. Peter’s parish is committed to the safety, well being and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults. 
If you see something that concerns you, say something. Need advice? Call the office of Professional Standards and Ethics for 

assistance on 9926 5677, or call the Department of Health and Human Services on 131 278. 

Youth 

Fifth Sunday of Easter — Year B 
29th April 2018  

Featurettes 

Principal Appointment Panel 

I am pleased to announce that the Principal Appointment 
Panel has been established as per the guidelines set by the 
Archbishop of Melbourne. This panel consists of: 
Mrs Maree Holmes - The Catholic Education Melbourne's 
Executive Director's Nominee 
Mr Michael Russo - Experienced Primary Principal at St 
Brigid's, Mordialloc 
Mrs Wendy Bronqueur - School Parent Representative 
Dr Maria Paiva - Parish Representative 
Rev. Fr Andrew McCarter - Parish Priest. 
I do ask for your prayers throughout the process as the 
appointment of a new principal is a most vital and 
important decision.  May the Holy Spirit guide our 
discussions and decisions with great discernment and 
clarity.  Saint Peter.  Pray for us! 
 
 

Australia’s Biggest Morning 
Tea 

We will host a morning tea for Australia’s Biggest Morning 
Tea after 9:30am Mass on Sunday, 6th May 2018 in the 
Community Centre to help raise funds for the Cancer 
Council.  Your donation will help support thousands of 
Australians affected by cancer.  
 
 

Our Lady of Fatima Statue 

The statue of Our Lady of Fatima will be visiting St Peter’s 
Church from Saturday 5th May to Friday 11th May.  More 
details will be available next week. 
 

Mass for Expectant Mothers 

The Life, Marriage and Family Office warmly invites all 
expectant mothers and their families to the 2018 Mass for 
Expectant Mothers, to be celebrated by Archbishop Denis 
Hart on Sunday 27 May, 11am St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 
Cathedral Place, East Melbourne.  Expectant mothers who 
register will receive a small token of recognition at the Mass. 
Please note that registration closes on Friday 18 May.  Details 
and registration: www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily or 
phone 9287 5587 or email: lmf@cam.org.au  

Enquiry Day at Corpus Christi 
Seminary 

Go behind the scenes of our local Seminary and have a taste 
of the daily life of a seminarian studying to be a diocesan 
priest.  Please see Fr Andrew for more information or go 
surfing online: 
www.cam.org.au/melbournepriest 
facebook.com/vocationsmelbourne 
www.corpuschristicollege.org.au 

Vocations Views 

Who shall come forward to explain the love God has for His 
people who should be one in faith?  We need more          
faith-filled, prayerful and spirited people to make the Vine 
and the Branches One again.  How about you? 

Ferials and Feasts  
this week 
 

Sunday Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Monday Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
Tuesday Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
Wednesday Saint Athanasius, Memorial 
Thursday Saints Philip & James, Apostles, Feast 
Friday Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
Saturday Saturday of the Fifth Week of Easter 



Reasons To Believe In God 

Rev. Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI 

Today belief in God is often seen as a naiveté. For many, 
believing in God is like believing in Santa and the Easter 
Bunny, nice, something for the kids, a warm nostalgia or a 
bitter memory, but not something that’s real, that stands 
up to hard scrutiny and indeed stands up to the dark 
doubts that sometimes linger below the surface of our 
faith. Where’s there evidence that God exists? 
 
A true apologetics, I believe, needs at a point to be 
personal. So here are my own reasons why I continue to 
believe in God in the face of the agnosticism of our overly-
adult world and despite the dark nights that sometimes 
beset me. 
 
First, I believe in God because I sense, at the deepest level 
of my being, that there’s an inalienable moral structure to 
things. Life, love, and meaning are morally-contoured. 
There’s an inalienable “law of karma” that’s experienced 
everywhere and in everything: good behaviour is its own 
happiness, just as bad behaviour is its own sorrow. 
Different religions word it differently but the concept is at 
the heart of all religion and is in essence the very 
definition of morality: The measure you measure out will 
be the measure that’s measured back to you. That’s Jesus’ 
version of it, and can be translated this way: The air you 
breathe out is the air you will re-inhale. Simply but: If we 
cut down too many trees we will soon be breathing in 
carbon monoxide. If we breathe out love, we will meet 
love. If we breathe out hate and anger we will soon 
enough find ourselves surrounded by hated and anger. 
Reality is so structured that goodness brings goodness and 
sin brings sin. 
 
I believe in God because blind chaos could not have 
designed things this way, to be innately moral. Only an 
intelligent Goodness could have built reality this way. 
 
My next reason for believing in God is the existence of 
soul, intelligence, love, altruism, and art. These could not 
have emerged simply from blind chaos, from billions and 
billions of cosmic bingo chips coming out of nothing, with 
no intelligent loving force behind them, endlessly churning 
through billions of years.  Random chaos, empty of all 
intelligence and love from its origins, could not have 
eventually produced soul and all that’s highest inside it: 
intelligence, love, altruism, spirituality, and art. Can our 
own hearts and all that’s noble and precious within them 
really be just the result of billions of fluke chances colliding 
within a brute, mindless process? 
 

I believe in God because if our hearts are real than so is 
God.  
 
Next, I believe in God because the Gospel works – if we 
work it. What Jesus incarnated and taught ultimately 
resonates with what’s most precious, most noble, and 
most meaningful inside of life and inside each of us. 
Moreover, this checks out in life. Whenever I have the 
faith and courage to actually live out the Gospel, to roll 
the dice on its truth, it always proves to be true, the loaves 
multiply and feed the thousands and David defeats 
Goliath. But it doesn’t work unless I risk it. The Gospel 
works, if we work it. 
 
The objection could be raised here, of course, that many 
sincere, faith-filled people risk their lives and truth on the 
Gospel and, from all appearances in this world, it doesn’t 
work for them. They end up poor, as victims, on the losing 
side of things. But again, that’s a judgment we make from 
the standards of this world, from the Gospel of Prosperity 
where whoever has the most worldly success wins. The 
Gospel of Jesus undercuts this. Anyone who lives it out as 
faithfully as he or she is able, will be blessed with 
something beyond worldly success, namely, the deeper 
joy of a life well-lived,  a joy which Jesus assures us is 
deeper, less ephemeral, and more lasting that any other 
joy. 
 
I believe in God because the Gospel works! As does 
prayer! 
Finally, though certainly not least, I believe in God because 
of the community of faith that stretches back to the 
beginning of time, that stretches back to the life and 
resurrection of Jesus, and that baptised me into the faith. 
Throughout all of history virtually all human communities 
have been also communities of faith, of belief in God, of 
worship, and of sacred ritual and sacrament. 
 
I believe in God because of the existence of families of 
faith and the existence of church and sacrament. 
 
I wrote my doctoral thesis on the classical proofs for the 
existence of God, arguments for God’s existence taken 
from some of the great intellectuals in history: Anselm, 
Thomas Aquinas, Descartes, Leibnitz, Spinoza, and Alfred 
North Whitehead. I rambled through nearly 500 hundred 
pages of articulating and evaluating these proofs and then 
ended with this conclusion. 
 
We don’t come to believe in God because of the 
compelling power of some mathematical equation or 
logical syllogism. God’s existence becomes real to us when 
we live an honest, sincere life. 

Parish Notices  
New Hymnals—The parish has purchased new hymn books 
which prove to be a blessing for the congregation and for the 
music ministry in the parish.  A number of people have come 
forward to offer a donation for hymnals.  Should anyone wish to 
donate a hymnal, we would ensure that a commemorative 
sticker be placed in the book stating from whom it had been 
donated.  Hymnals are $30.00 each, please contact the parish 
office for further information and details. 

St Peter’s Parish Fundraiser—Join Fr Andrew and the community 
at our parish fundraiser to see The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society on Sunday, 6th May at 2:30pm, at Waverley 
Cinema, Pinewood Shopping Centre.  Movie tickets are $20  
(including tea/coffee and cake afterwards).  Please contact Lisa 
on 9544 1516 or clayton@cam.org.au  - the RSVP is 2nd May and 
tickets must be pre purchased via the parish office.  The cinema 
is only a 12 minute drive from the parish and for every ticket 
sold, $8 will be donated to St Peter’s Parish.  The film is based on 
the best selling novel of the same name.  The plot follows a 
writer who forms an unexpected bond with the residents of 
Guernsey Island in the aftermath of World War II, when she 
decides to write a book about their experiences during the war.  
Should you wish to attend, but need transport, please contact 
the parish office on 9544 1516.  

From the Desk of the Parish Priest 

 6:00pm 8:00am 9:30am  

Reader Angela Ho Imeleta Lemalu Divya Thomas 1 

     

Extraordinary Minister of 

Holy Communion 
Doreen Hickey Peter Fitzsimmons Betty Holdsworth 1 

 Tina Murrian Tracey Baynosa Elvira Coutinho 2 

 3 Volunteer Volunteer Leanne Smith 

Hospitality St Peter’s Choir 

Monash Medical Centre Tonka Rako, Wanda Fiumara 

Counters (Team 7) Sheila Cyril, Sebastian & Maria Wesley 

Church Cleaners (Team 4) Marlene Marshall, Mary Henricus, Wey Tan, Yvonne Fernand 

Linen Vittoria Strangis 

ROSTERS FOR NEXT WEEK | 6 May—Sunday Year B  

We remember in our prayers 

Recently deceased:  
 
Anniversaries: Daphne Fernandopulle, Enid Fernand, Nadia 
Marcon, Aubrey Moss, Anthony Burnell 
 
Sick & their carers: Eileen Semmel, Armando Ravelo, Robert 
Holdsworth, Warren Beaton, Nick Cincotta , Ricardo Dayonot and 
Margaret Iringan 

Jesus Tree of Life with Christ and the Twelve Apostles was 
originally created by Angelos from Crete in the 15th 
Century.  The Lord Jesus Christ sits surrounded by the holy 
Apostles, crowned by the blessed Trinity. He is the tree 
from which all spiritual life flows and we are connected to 
this. As our Lord told us in the Scriptures, "I am the true 
vine and you are the branches." 


